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BOOKS 
Suggested by the Booklist Staff 


Red Star over China 


EDGAR SNOW 


A newspaper man’s story of the Chinese communist army and of the 
united front. 


Pahang 
WILLARD C. BUSH 
A young American learns about rubber, natives, malaria, and wild animals 
on a Malay subber plantation. 
Winter in April 
ROBERT NATHAN 


An appealing story of a grandfather’s sympathetic understanding of his 
young granddaughter’s adolescent behavior. 


The Lady and the Panda 


RUTH HARKNESS 
The story of the capture of Su Lin, the only giant panda in captivity. 


Under Capricorn 


HELEN DE GUERRY SIMPSON 


Dramatic story of a debonair young Englishman in the raw Australian 
country in the early nineteenth century. 


Baghdad Sketches 


FREYA STARK 
Months in Baghdad, desert trips, and visits to strange shrines. 


"Heine Heinrich; Paradox and Poet 
LOUIS UNTERMEYER 


A biography that emphasizes the Jewish aspects of Heine’s art and his 
social outlook. 


The Wooden Spoon 


WYN GRIFFITH 


Returning to end his days in his early home, a man recalls his poverty- 
stricken youth in the Welsh hills. 


Golden Boy 
CLIFFORD ODETS 


Melodrama symbolizing in a violinist turned prize fighter, the conflict 
between true attainment and sensational success. 
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Progress in Federal Relations 


HE FINAL report of the Presi- 
dent’s Advisory Committee on Education, 
in which federal relations with libraries 
are given definite consideration as a part 
of the general educational scheme, will be 
ready by the end of February, according 
to Carleton B. Joeckel, chairman of the 
Federal Relations Committee, who was 
one of three speakers on federal affairs and 
libraries at the midwinter meetings of the 
Council, in Chicago, December 28 and 29. 

Ralph M. Dunbar, chief of the new 
Library Service Division in Washington, 
in greeting Council members, invited for 
himself and his associates—Edith Gantt 
and Nora Beust, specialists in public and 
school library fields respectively—the co- 
operation of librarians throughout the 
country, while Dr. Herbert Putnam, li- 
brarian of Congress, welcomed the new 
staff to their posts. 


Mr. JoEcCKEL’s REMARKS 


“As you know,” Mr. Joeckel reminded 
Council members in his review of federal 
relations progress, “President Roosevelt 
appointed an Advisory Committee on Edu- 
cation which was given the task of survey- 
ing the whole question of the relation of 
the national government to education. 
The committee began with the narrow 
field of vocational education, but has since 
been asked to extend its scope. Last June, 
the American Library Association was in- 
vited by the advisory committee to prepare 
for it a statement on federal relations with 
libraries. 


“To supervise the preparation of this re- 
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port, the Executive Board appointed a 
committee of which Louis R. Wilson, the 
chairman, represented the Library Exten- 
sion Board; Harry M. Lydenberg, the 
Board on Resources; Jerome K. Wilcox, 
the Public Documents Committee; and 
the speaker, the Federal Relations Com- 
mitee. Their report was recently sub- 
mitted to the Advisory Committee on 
Education, whose final report will be 
ready in February. 

“T do not know what you think about 
this subject but it seems significant to 
libraries for several reasons: First, what- 
ever report is made by the Advisory Com- 
mittee on Education is quite likely to 
determine to a considerable extent the fu- 
ture policy of the federal government with 
respect to education. I am inclined to be- 
lieve that this statement will be true re- 
gardless of who future presidents of the 
United States may be; in other words, that 
a program will be laid down which must 
be considered in the future. 

“With respect to the library recom- 
mendations, it is important to note that 
for the first time in such a report definite 
consideration has been given to the needs 
of libraries as a part of the general educa- 
tional scene.” 


Mr. DunBarR’s COMMENTS 


Mr. Dunbar said in part: 

“The new Library Service Division in 
the United States Office of Education, with 
the assembling of its regularly appointed 
personnel on January 3, 1938, is begin- 
ning active operation. 


nome 
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“The creation of this federal agency, 
naturally an object of much interest to li- 
brarians, has been the result of the plan- 
ning, labor, and perseverance of numerous 
persons. The Federal Relations Com- 
mittee, the members of the A. L. A. Head- 
quarters staff, and officials of the Office of 
Education, are among those who had a 
hand in overcoming the numerous ob- 
stacles that beset any new project. 

“As librarians will recall, the law 
charges the Library Service Division with 
definite responsibilities. For one thing, 
it is to make surveys, studies, and reports 
regarding public, school, college, univer- 
sity, and other libraries. This activity, 
a basic one, may be called its fact-finding 
and research function. Another duty is 
to foster codperation among libraries and 
between schools and libraries. Still other 
responsibilities are to assist in coérdinating 
library service on a national level with 
other forms of adult education, to promote 
library participation in federal projects, to 
foster a nation-wide coérdination of re- 
search materials among scholarly libraries 
and to encourage codperation on an inter- 
state basis. As a final charge, the law stip- 
ulates that the division should promote the 
cause of library service throughout the 
country. 

“It is consequently a large order which 
has been placed before the personnel of 
the division, limited at present as to num- 
ber and resources. Obviously, all cannot 
be accomplished by the division over night 
or even in several years. It must be a 
long-time program carefully broken down 
into specific problems that can be at- 
tacked. 

“From the objectives set down for the 
new Library Service Division, certain im- 
plications are plain. One is that no one 
need fear that the new federal agency 


will encroach upon any other agency or 
professional association engaged in promot- 
ing the cause of libraries and librarian- 
ship. The problems to be solved are so 
numerous and so widespread that the ac- 
tivity of all is required. 

“Still another implication is that the 
federal library agency, if it is to attain its 
objectives, needs the codperation of all 
libraries and all librarians, for without 
this it will be seriously limited. Local ini- 
tiative will always be vital. 

“Already the personnel of the new 
agency has been greatly heartened by the 
cordial welcome and the splendid offers of 
assistance from librarians and persons in- 
terested in the cause of libraries. The 
agency looks forward confidently, there- 
fore, to becoming not only a clearing house 
of library problems and information with- 
in a certain defined sphere but also to de- 
veloping into an active force in helping to 
solve the problems that concern libraries 
as a positive factor in public education.” 


Dr. PUTNAM’s REMARKS 


Dr. Herbert Putnam spoke twice at the 
midwinter meetings of the Council, on the 
invitation of President Craver who saluted 
him as “a valued member of this Associa- 
tion whose presence at midwinter meet- 
ings is far too infrequent.” Dr. Putnam’s 
welcome to Ralph M. Dunbar and his 
associates in the new Library Service Di- 
vision at Washington, on the second oc- 
casion, follows: 

“The privilege I ask is of extending to 
Mr. Dunbar and his associates a greeting 
to Washington. I assume that I may do 
so as from Washington, as from a govern- 
ment establishment, and as from the Li- 
brary of Congress, which is peculiarly 
concerned with federal relations. 

“We in Washington do not habitually 











PROGRESS IN FEDERAL RELATIONS 75 


show our concern by taking the initiative ; 
looking back over my thirty-nine years 
there, I notice that our disposition—and 
the disposition of Washington generally— 
is to await initiative from the outside. In 
the case of this service that Mr. Dunbar is 
to enter upon, there was a considerable 
variety of suggestion, long prior to the 
final decision and action, but there was 
a disposition to consider such a service as 
perhaps appropriate for the national li- 
brary. 

“TI congratulate you that the ‘final ef- 
fort was succesful in associating it with the 
federal Office of Education. I am a be- 
liever in constitutional limitations; and 
while we at the Library of Congress are 
always under the temptation to undertake 
anything within sight that nobody else is 
paying attention to, this peculiar function 
that you propose is one that from the start 
I have been convinced should be annexed 
to the activities of the Office of Education, 
rather than to the national library. 

“Mr. Dunbar comes to Washington 
with large credentials and a confident as- 
surance on the part of Mr. Carleton B. 
Joeckel, the chairman of the Committee 
on Federal Relations, who adds his per- 
sonal guarantee, and who has established 
his right to give it by that most admirable 
report on federal relations, every word of 
which all of you should read, as I have 
done. 

“Mr. Dunbar comes under the stimulus 
of your confidence. I want to bespeak for 
him a consideration from you that he will 
certainly require. Do not expect too much 
of him or of his division for some time to 
come. His financial resources will be very 
meager. Instead of $25,000, $100,000 
should have been the minimum from the 
start. It is far better to be content, how- 
ever, to compromise even on the $25,000 


as against the $50,000, which was the 
intermediate compromise, than not to make 
a start. Our experience in Washington is 
that once created, a division can secure 
recognition for its own augmentation. 
The largest crisis is passed when it has 
secured a statutory recognition. 

“The collection of statistics, surveys, 
and a certain amount of hortatory work, 
the acquisition and diffusion of informa- 
tion, will be the most, so far as I can see, 
that can be expected of him during the first 
period. 

“We at Washington will of course 
greet him with great cordiality and with 
pleasure in the prospect of the resulting 
companionship. 





“On Capitol Hill when one gets the 
floor, one does not have to surrender it 
until one’s lungs are exhausted. May I, 
then, proceed to confide some experiences 
of my stay here? I have visited A. L. A. 
Headquarters, to which I have been truly 
a stranger for some years, and was vastly 
awed by the orderliness of it. 

“I had an unusual experience last 
evening in attending a meeting of the 
Trustees Section. I had thought trustees 
got together to exchange confidences about 
their difficulties with their librarians, but 
that idea was quite discountenanced when 
I found that librarians also would be wel- 
come. I did not know whether I should be 
recognized as a trustee, so I did not regis- 
ter as one, but I was admitted without a 
statement of my qualifications. In fact, if 
I had been asked, I should have said I was 
there as a trustee. That was due to a 
singular circumstance. 

“Forty years ago, before my reign, a 
statute vested in the librarian of the Li- 
brary of Congress, besides authority to ap- 
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point his subordinates and dismiss them 
(if he had the hardihood), the power to 
make rules and regulations for the govern- 
ment of the library. Now the power to 
make rules and regulations is a character- 
istic function of a board of trustees; so 
the statute really vested in the librarian 
the power usually vested in a_ board. 
Upon the passage of this statute, the Com- 
mittee on the Library, which had existed 
from the beginning, announced that it 
recognized as transferred to the librarian 
any control over the administration of the 
library that might have been thought prior 
to that time to be inherent in the Com- 
mittee on the Library. 


A DvAL RESPONSIBILITY 


“The result has been that I find myself 
in this dual responsibility. Under it I am 
obliged often as trustee to disagree with 
myself as librarian. We are not always 
in open disagreement, but we are not al- 
ways in complete harmony. As a trustee 
I have often to remind myself of con- 
siderations which as a librarian I am apt to 
ignore: public policy, for instance, consti- 
tutional limitations, and other expedien- 
cies. 

“Also I observe that as a librarian I 
am apt to take myself too seriously; my 
technique also and apparatus. As a trus- 
tee, with my lay mind, I have always had 
an impression that if you put a citizen and 
a book in an enclosure and left them, that 
by and by the book would be inside the 
citizen, provided he has an appetite and 
the book is palatable. What need, then, 
of all this technique? Tolerance of it is 
a bit difficult. 

“At the meeting last night, the trustees, 
I found, had planned a sort of confessional, 
in which they noted their own sins of omis- 
sion; and the whole purpose of their 


program was to consider how they might 
make themselves more worthy of their 
librarians! 

“Now this matter of taking oneself and 
one’s job too seriously is, I think, in- 
volved in the general attitude of trustees 
and the lay public generally toward our 
profession and our craft. They do not 
doubt that librarians are human, but they 
have a feeling that librarians are not quite 
contemporary, that they are either of the 
past, as are some of our veterans, or that 
they are too much of the future. They 
are either antiquaries or visionaries. 

“What are trustees to do about it— 
if they feel that way? Well, they might 
help to make their librarians increasingly 
men and women of affairs. They might 
induce them, not to mix, but to mingle; 
to seek outside relations and experiences 
away from their desks, away from their 
stacks, away from their catalogs and other 
too exciting apparatus. 

“When, as librarian, I come to argue 
with myself as trustee, I have some ad- 
vantages. When I attempt to argue for 
technique and the advantage of library 
training, I can point out that I can be im- 
partial, because I myself didn’t have any. 
My novitiate as a librarian was due not 
to design but to accidental circumstance. 
If and when, after seven years, I suspended 
it, that was not to jilt it but to pursue 
the profession to which I had been dedi- 
cated by my family. When, later, I re- 
sumed library work as a career I brought 
to it additional convictions very influen- 
tial in my recent arguments with myself 
as a trustee—among them, as I say, 4 
belief in systematic training and the neces- 
sity of technique and apparatus, and a 
conviction as to the values of organized 
expression such as is evidenced in this As- 
sociation of ours. 
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“Your Committee on Activities has been 
concerned over what it terms the ‘multi- 
plicities.’ Don’t let them worry you. 
They are only the mechanics of the mat- 
ter. Perhaps they represent only that 
progress from homogeneity to _hetero- 
geneity which we were taught to consider 
natural in evolution. But is their effect 
serious? Do you know any profession that 
is more homogeneous than ours? Do you 
know any profession that has so little in it 
of selfish competition or of professional 
jealousy? We are all working with iden- 


tical material; we are applying it in dif- 
ferent directions; but it is the same 
material. We are all working with simi- 
lar convictions, and we are applying those 
sincerely in our several jobs. In spirit 
there is more identity in our Association 
than can be overcome by any budding off 
of this or that unit or section. What is 
significant is a completely identical faith 
in the material, hope for the service of it, 
and loyalty. Faith, hope, loyalty: with 
these three enduring unities, our profes- 
sion is in no danger of disintegration.” 


| 
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State Purchase of School Library 


Books in Louisiana 


By LOIS F. SHORTESS 


“The state board of education furnishes free to the various parish school boards library 
books for all public and private elementary schools and high schools. The board’s action 
is predicated upon the belief that a library of good books in every school room is almost as 
necessary as a teacher and that this important item in the teaching program should not be 
left to the discretion or the financing ability of local authorities. 

“At the present time, the state’s expenditure for library books, for elementary schools 
and high schools, is approximately $300,000 a year, and in selecting the books an effort is 
made to meet the varying needs of children. The sum for library materials should be 
doubled, at least, and will be as soon as the funds can be made available. Our goal should 
be: Adequate library facilities for all children and all adults in the state, at state expense.” 
—T. H. Harris, State Superintendent of Education. 


HE program of state aid to school of the state board of education. In the 
libraries in Louisiana has been made possi- spring of 1937, the first books purchased 
ble through the efforts of State Superin- according to this law were distributed to 
tendent T. H. Harris and the codperation the schools. Plans for the second purchase 
of Governor Richard W. Leche. The are now under way, these books to be de- 
statement of Superintendent Harris quoted _livered in the fall of 1938. 
above gives a general outline of the plan Money for library books comes out of 
and his opinion of its value. the free textbook fund, which was in- 

Mr. Harris’s plan for providing school creased to care for the additional expense. 
library books is unique in one respect. The cost of the library books bought in 
These books are purchased outright with 1937 was about $250,000, and it is ex- 
state funds and distributed to the schools, pected that approximately $300,000 will 
no initial appropriation or matching funds _ be available in 1938 for this purpose. Not 
being required of the local school boards. only public schools, but all private schools 

By legislative enactment in July, 1936, and institutions which give instruction of 
and by a vote of the people in November, elementary or secondary rank share in 
1936, a constitutional amendment was _ this book distribution, a total of approxi- 
passed providing for the annual purchase mately five hundred high schoois and 
of library books for all elementary and thirteen hundred elementary schools. 
secondary schools in the state. The dis- A quota for each school is worked out 
tribution of books is under the supervision in terms of number of books. In buying 
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books with school or school board funds, 
many schools have sought to buy as many 
books as possible with the money, with 
the result that too frequently cheap, un- 
attractive, unreadable editions fill the 
library shelves. It was to avoid this con- 
dition and to build up libraries with better 
titles and more attractive editions that 
schools were not told the amount of money 
that they might spend. 


SELECTION Lert To LocALItTy 


After receiving the quota information 
and instructions for ordering, the high 
school librarians and elementary school 
principals and teachers list the books which 
they want. Selection is limited only to 
titles in any standard list of books for 
children and young people. A state de- 
partment of education bulletin, Library 
List for the Elementary Schools of Louisi- 
ana, formed the basis for the selection of 
most of the elementary grade books the 
first year. The Standard Catalog for 
High School Libraries has been adopted as 
the approved buying list for high schools. 
A copy of the Abridged High School Cata- 
4g was sent to each high school in the 
state. Many of the high schools own the 
unabridged edition, and some schools have 
access to other standard lists. Plans are 
being made to adopt and distribute as a 
state list, before the next requisition is 
made, a nationally known list of books for 
children. 

The book lists sent in by the schools are 
checked and approved by the library di- 
vision of the state department of education 
and forwarded to the state depository, 
which handles the ordering and shipping 
of the books. 

In the first annual purchase, the number 
of books allotted each school was deter- 
mined by the number of books needed to 


bring the library up to the minimum 
standard set by the state. Under this 
plan, some schools received no_ books, 
others got several hundred. Enough 
books were bought to bring all elemen- 
tary school libraries up to the minimum 
standard, which is one volume per pupil 
with not fewer than twenty volumes per 
grade or room. Many high school li- 
braries were brought up to the standard 
of five volumes per student. Where the 
need in the high school library was exces- 
sive, distribution was made on the basis of 
enrollment, 250 to 600 volumes being 
allotted each of these high schools. 

In the second year’s purchase, quotas 
are to be based upon school enrollments. 
The state-wide average will be approxi- 
mately one volume for each high school 
student and one volume for each two 
elementary grade pupils. Some maximum 
and minimum numbers may be set for the 
large and small schools respectively. 

Books for the Negro schools are ad- 
ministered in each parish (county) 
through a central collection set up in a 
Negro high school, a large elementary 
school, or a parish training school. The 
books are circulated to the other Negro 
schools in the parish in wooden boxes 
which can be set up in the schools to form 
bookcases. These boxes of books are 
exchanged regularly. 


Set STANDARDS FOR TRAINING 


The Negro librarian in charge in each 
parish is required to have at least six 
semester hours’ training in library science. 
Training agencies have been established 
at Southern University, the state Negro 
university, and at Xavier University in 
New Orleans. Courses in school library 
administration, adolescent literature, and 
children’s literature are given at the for- 
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mer. Cataloging and classification, refer- 
ence, and functions and use of the school 
library were offered last summer at Xavier 
for those who had already had the former 
courses. 


A STIMULUS TO IMPROVEMENT 


The first state-purchased books have 
been in the school libraries scarcely longer 
than four months, but some results can 
already be seen, aside from the fact that 
the library collections have increased in 
size. The new books have seemed to give 
a stimulus to library improvement and to 
inspire the students, teachers, and librari- 
ans with fresh pride in their libraries. 
The appearance of the shelves has been 
improved more than by the mere addition 
of bright new titles for before the assign- 
ment of the first quotas, when schools were 
asked to report their holdings and the 
number of books needed to meet minimum 
requirements, they were given strict in- 
structions to discard worn, out-of-date, 
and useless material before making their 
report. In most places, weeding was done 
more strictly than ever before. 

As would be expected, following the 
addition of new books to the libraries, 
reading has increased in amount and qual- 
ity. Schools which formerly had little 
aside from fiction and collateral readings 
in connection with school work found 
places in their state requisitions for books 
on such subjects as art, music, games, and 
vocational guidance. Fortunately, the 
beginning of the state library books pur- 
chase coincided with the first year of a 
state curriculum revision program. Teach- 
ing materials were enriched with the new 
books, and the newer methods of teaching 
are made possible through the books that 
are now available. 

One of the most significant results of 


the program has been the increase in the 
number of trained high school librarians, 
There have been state standards requir- 
ing the training of high school librarians 
since 1929, but many schools have not yet 
met the requirements. From the first 
announcement of his program, State Super- 
intendent Harris has said that if the state 
furnished library books, he would expect 
the schools to provide librarians who were 
trained to care for the books properly and 
to see that they were used. High schools 
whose librarians do not meet the training 
requirement are penalized in the number 
of books allotted them in their quotas. 
Last year there were 53 more high 
school librarians with from six to twenty- 
three semester hours of library science 
training than in the preceding year, and 
29 more with a full year’s training. Next 
year there will doubtless be a further in- 
crease. Out of the five hundred high 
schools in the state, 265 have librarians 
with six or more semester hours in library 
science; 195 of these have from six to 
twenty-three semester hours; 70 have 
twenty-four or more semester hours. 


More TIME FOR THE LIBRARY 


Likewise, schools are penalized in their 
book quotas if the librarian or teacher- 
librarian is not allowed the required 
number of hours for library work. Conse- 
quently, many high school librarians have 
been relieved of some teaching or study 
hall duty to give them an hour or two, half 
time, or full time in the library, as the 
enrollment of the school requires. 

The Library School of Louisiana State 
University furnishes most of the trained 
school librarians, though for the past two 
years it has been necessary to go to some 
of the out-of-state library schools to meet 

(Continued on page 150) 
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Abstracting and Indexing 


Journals Discussed 


BSTRACTING nd _ indexing 
journals were fully discussed at a joint 
meeting of the College Librarians of the 
Middle West, University and Reference 
Librarians, and the A. L. A. Periodicals 
Section, December 30, in Chicago, with 
A. F. Kuhlman presiding. The outstand- 
ing feature of the discussion was the 
unanimous agreement on a resolution re- 
questing a thorough study of abstracting 
and indexing services, presented by Mrs. 
Barbara Cowles, chairman of the Commit- 
tee on Indexes and Abstracting Services 
of the Periodicals Section. The original 
resolution, as amended, was indorsed by 
the Medical Library Association through 
Mr. James F. Ballard, president, and by 
the Periodicals Committee of the A. L. A., 


and reads as follows: 


Resolved: That the American Library 
Association Executive Board take the neces- 
sary steps for the creation of a joint com- 
mittee consisting of an official representative 
of the American Library Association and of 
similar representatives of the Medical Libra- 
ty Association, the Special Libraries Associa- 
tion, the Association of Research Libraries, 
the International Federation of Library As- 
sociations, the American Association for the 
Advancement of Science, Social Science Re- 
search Council, the American Council of 
Learned Societies, the National Research 
Council, the International Institute of Intel- 
lectual Codperation, and of other bodies 
which in the board’s opinion are seriously 
concerned, this joint committee to formulate 
a plan for the study and solution of the most 
Pressing problems connected with the publi- 
cation of indexing and abstracting services 
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covering the literature of the several scien- 
tific, humanistic, social science, learned, pro- 
fessional, and business fields; and be it 
further 

Resolved: That this joint committee be 
authorized to carry out its plan if it can 
secure sufficient financial support. 


Mrs. Cowles, representing the Periodi- 
cals Section, opened the discussion, saying 
in part: 


In the detailed investigation of the two 
subject fields of industrial arts and chem- 
istry, we found that, out of a possible 1,993 
American and Canadian titles in industrial 
arts, only 147 were indexed by Industrial 
Arts Index in 1936 and that of the 232 titles 
indexed by it only 31 were not indexed else- 
where; that large libraries exorbitantly sub- 
sidized it to the benefit of the small and 
medium-sized general libraries. We found 
that Engineering Index, Ceramic Abstracts, 
and Public Affairs Information Service in- 
dexed only the important articles or only 
those strictly in their own fields; but that 
Engineering Index had by far the most satis- 
factory payment plan, approximating service 
rendered for service paid for. Duplication 
was rife among all four indexes, yet all to- 
gether did not begin to cover the field. In 
chemistry we found that Chemical Abstracts 
abstracted more than twice as many periodi- 
cal titles as Chemisches Zentralblatt and 
nearly four times as many as British Chemi- 
cal Abstracts; that in proportion to number 
of titles serviced the abstracting was quanti- 
tatively uniform; and that the duplication 
extended not only to the titles abstracted but 
also in some instances to the abstracts them- 
selves. 

The detailed study of these two subject 
fields has provided conclusive evidence that 
there is adequate ground for the complaints 
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concerning indexing and abstracting services 
on the basis of duplication, lack of coverage, 
increasing number, and increasing costs to 
both publishers and subscribers. 


Mrs. Eileen R. Cunningham, chairman 
of the Periodicals Committee of the Medi- 
cal Library Association, confined her at- 
tention to the medical and allied sciences, 
but her conclusions in this field were quite 
similar to those of Mrs. Cowles. The 
difficulties and remedies outlined by Mrs. 
Cunningham were: 


1. Expense. Present methods of publica- 
tion result in undue expense both to publish- 
ers of abstract journals and to subscribers. 
The total cost per annum to a medical li- 
brary subscribing to all of the abstract jour- 
nals of interest in medicine, based on a list 
compiled by Mrs. Cunningham, was approxi- 
mately $1,156. 2. Delay in publication. 3. 
Duplication and incomplete coverage. 

Suggested remedies were: (1) The estab- 
lishment of an abstracting bureau, national, 
and perhaps international, in scope, which 
would publish two comprehensive abstract 
journals, one in the biological and one in the 
clinical sciences. The journals would carry 
two sets of page numbering, one for complete 
volumes, the other for sections, so that sub- 
scriptions for specialized sections could be 
made available to individuals. (2) Author 
abstracts. Every effort should be made to 
establish the custom of furnishing an author 
abstract with all papers submitted for publi- 
cation to be forwarded to the abstracting 
bureau. (3) The formation of a committee 
of librarians and scientists to work out a 
practical plan which could then be presented 
to the executive committees of scientific 
associations. 


The writer, as chairman of the Pe- 
riodicals Committee of the A. L. A., re- 
viewed the change in plans for financing 
Biological Abstracts. The latest plan 
provided for subsidies for Biological Ab- 
stracts from biological organizations simi- 
lar to those made by other scientific 
societies for the publication of their own 


abstracts. From the statement of the 
Committee on Arrangements for Biologi- 
cal Abstracts published in Science on De- 
cember 17, 1937, it was understood that 
failure on the part of biological societies to 
support Biological Abstracts would be 
understood to mean that publication would 
cease with the current volume. Tele. 
grams received just before the meeting in- 
dicated that biological organizations in gen- 
eral would not accept the proposed plan. 

Cuar_es H. Brown 


OFAN 


New Microphotography 
Journal 


Tue first issue of the new Journal of 
Documentary Reproduction, under the 
editorial direction of the A. L. A. Com- 
mittee on Photographic Reproduction of 
Library Materials, of which Charles E. 
Rush is chairman, will appear this month. 
The Journal is to be a quarterly, in near- 
print, photo-offset from typescript, the 
subscription price being $3 a year. Vernon 
D. Tate, National Archives, is managing 
editor. The Journal will include: 

General and technical articles dealing with 
equipment, procedure, products, and applica- 
tions of photography and near-print dupli- 
cating; cumulative listings of available film 
services and equipment; papers on problems 
in documentation; foreign notes and com- 
ments; book reviews and notices of articles; 


and a question and answer department for 
the use of subscribers. 


Correspondence and inquiries of an edi- 
torial nature should be addressed to 
Charles E. Rush, Yale University Library, 
or to Vernon D. Tate, Post Office Box 
682, Benjamin Franklin Station, Washing- 
ton, D.C. Subscriptions may be sent to the 
American Library Association, 520 North 
Michigan Avenue, Chicago, publisher. 
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Readers’ Advisory Service in New 
York Branch Libraries 


By JENNIE M. FLEXNER 


Toe readers’ advisory service of the 


New York Public Library was established 
in the central building in the spring of 
1929. This service is now being extended 
to the branches. An opportunity to talk 
with a librarian about his reading was 
felt to be essential for the reader need- 
ing more direction than could be given 
him at busy desks. It was determined 
that the obvious way to help such a reader 
was to discuss in an informal manner the 
reasons back of his request and usually to 
compile a selected reading list based on this 
interview. 

When the advisory service was begun, 
a reader was always sent to his branch 
library or to another special branch or de- 
partment which could supplement local re- 
sources to get the recommended books. 
Naturally, the branches immediately came 
into touch with what was being done by 
the readers’ adviser. Copies of the lists 
made for their own readers were sent to 
each branch with a system of simple checks 
to indicate which books were available 
there and which must be borrowed from 
other branches through the use of the inter- 
branch loan. Readers immediately re- 
sponded to the wider use of resources. 
They liked using the whole system rather 
than the neighborhood branch exclusively ; 
they liked the opportunity to sit down and 
talk about their reading; they liked the in- 
dividual list prepared. 


Because the connection with the 
branches was from the beginning an in- 
trinsic part of the plan, the readers’ adviser 
started at once talking to the staffs about 
the work. An opportunity to create an 
understanding of the attitude and to ex- 
plain the experimental idea behind the 
service has been afforded at these branch 
staff meetings. The diversity of the help 
asked, the reasons behind the requests, the 
types of readers asking assistance are con- 
stant sources of interest in such meetings. 
The ways of using the whole library, of 
making it possible to examine and reéx- 
amine books with the needs of individual 
readers in mind, the building of files, the 
collecting of bibliographies, the technique 
of the interview—all these points are dis- 
cussed with interested and friendly li- 
brarians who are concerned with these 
problems and offer help in their solution. 
It has been increasingly clear as the 
work has grown that the distinction must 
be made between this service and the fact- 
finding function of the general reference 
librarian, and also between the necessarily 
quick, expedient choice of a book from the 
shelves, as it is made by the circulation 
assistant. 

The New York Public Library has 
maintained a traditional independence of 
branches, many of which were established 
before the central building. Although 
they have uniformity of detail work, they 
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are singularly individual and flexible in 
response to neighborhood conditions, and 
their diversity is one of the striking points 
of a great system. 


MaAniFest NEED IN BRANCHES 


The first request for part-time service to 
be maintained in a branch came several 
years ago. The loan of an assistant read- 
ers’ adviser from the central office was 
asked for a specified number of hours each 
week. With a small staff this was impos- 
sible. In spite of these limitations, the 
idea of extending the work through part- 
time assistance in the branches developed 
as the routine took shape. There was a 
manifest need for such help in busy 
branches. Distance, the imposing edifice 
housing the central library, hours of 
opening conflicting with patrons’ regular 
work hours, made it difficult for many 
readers to come to the central office for 
the help they wanted. Wider implications 
were involved in defining a policy for 
incorporating such a service within the 
branches. 

What actually happened when the 
theories were converted into practice was 
that for a period of several months a li- 
brarian ranking as an assistant branch 
librarian was attached to the readers’ ad- 
viser’s staff to experiment as a part-time 
readers’ adviser in two branch libraries 
in the same general neighborhood. The 
arrangements were simple—an_ equal 
amount of time was given each branch 
with assignments for service to readers at 
different hours. Unscheduled time was to 
be spent as needed at the central office pre- 
paring lists for branch readers. Clearly 
printed signs were posted in each branch 
stating the hours during which a readers’ 
adviser was locally available. At a care- 
fully selected point a desk was placed with 


an extra chair drawn up beside it as an 
invitation. Here the readers’ adviser 
worked until the branch users grew ac- 
customed to seeing her and began to under- 
stand what the service offered. The ideal 
was to develop in the two branches a pro- 
cedure similar as to interview and list- 
making to that carried on at the central 
office. 


PROCEDURE Proves ADAPTABLE 


The conclusion reached through this ex- 
periment is that the procedure in the 
central office is easily adaptable to the work 
of the branches. The interview is neces- 
sary psychologically as well as practically 
for the reader and the librarian. The 
librarian must secure in informal conver- 
sation information on the background, the 
capacity, and the interest of the reader 
with some description of previous reading. 
This skeleton of uniformity is carefully 
cloaked and usually unsuspected, but if a 
list is to be based upon a reader’s varied 
experience, facts must be accurately re- 
corded for the guidance of the librarian. 
The usefulness of an individual list which 
can be followed independently by the read- 
er has been accepted by this staff. It has 
been observed that the results of interviews 
at branches are often somewhat different 
from those obtained at the central office. 
At the central office, where the reader is 
unknown, he expects and is willing to an- 
swer questions for which he sees the rea- 
son. At the branch, where he knows the 
librarian, these reasons are not so obvious, 
and observations may take the place of 
factual findings. That is just as it should 
be. But if the effectiveness of the book 
selection for these readers is to be tested 
as it is at the central office, by question- 
naires at the end of three months, uniform 
records are essential. 
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After the interview, the branch readers’ 
adviser frequently starts to work on the 
list at the branch. When this collection 
is not enough, she comes to the central 
office to use the selective bibliographies 
and book evaluation resources accumulated 
there. 


SusyEcT CATALOG USEFUL 


The briefly annotated subject catalog of 
books, tested by use with readers offers 
a point of departure to the librarian con- 
fronted with too many vaguely known 
titles. Further assistance is found in a sub- 
ject file of assembled bibliographies of 
great variety and scope gathered by a staff 
having wide access to books and periodi- 
cals. This file also contains copies of all 
lists prepared in the office. The union 
catalog of the Circulation Department 
suggests titles for inter-branch borrowing. 
The great collection of the Reference De- 
partment, which is almost unique in that it 
includes a duplicate non-circulating copy 
of almost every book available in the Cir- 
culation Department, makes it always pos- 
sible to examine each book in relation to 
an individual reader’s needs, thus circum- 
venting one of the most annoying problems 
of the adviser who has to catch books be- 
tween circulations if he is to examine them. 
Difficult problems can be discussed with 
the staff, and if necessary the expert in- 
genuity to be found in the specialized sub- 
ject divisions of the Reference Department 
is available. All of this experience is 
broadening for the librarian, stimulating 
and interesting as one works more deeply 
into the means of helping readers to use the 
whole library. The list thus prepared is 
often used as a teaching device, and it 
opens new doors to readers whose gratitude 
and interest are clearly expressed. 

Outside activities—visits to neighbor- 


ing institutions, clubs, forums, discussion 
groups—were included in the planned 
schedule during the experimental period of 
this work. Requests for book talks and for 
help in program making have given evi- 
dence of real interest not only to the 
branch libraries, but also to the central 
office, involved in the preparation of group 
lists. 

As a result, at the end of seven months, 
the experiment in part-time service had 
proved so effective that it was accepted as 
a method of expansion which will gradu- 
ally be extended through the system. The 
service is considered only for branches 
where there is an expressed desire for it, 
a willingness to make the necessary ar- 
rangements to sustain this new work 
within the branch without enlarging the 
staff. 

Because of the type of experience needed 
for this work, it was determined that the 
duties of the first assistant in a branch 
should be rearranged so as to make it pos- 
sible for her to carry this responsibility. 
The librarian who will become a branch 
readers’ adviser must have judgment, ma- 
turity, experience as an administrator. 
She needs as well a wide and first-hand 
knowledge of books and understanding 
of readers and a neighborhood acquaint- 
ance which will enable her to make and 
hold outside contacts. From the redistri- 
bution of duties in the scheme of service, 
a reémphasis on the professional work of 
the professional assistant becomes pos- 
sible. 


Pitan Now In EFFECT IN 10 BRANCHES 


There has been no clash of cymbals in 
undertaking this work which is felt to be 
just another means of assisting the reader 
needing help wherever he may be found. 
During the past year, this plan has been 
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put into practice with satisfactory results 
in ten branch libraries. These results have 
reflected the personality of the branch 
readers’ adviser, the service of the branch, 
the condition of the book stock, community 
connections, and types of readers. “The 
use of books on lists has been closely ob- 
served in these branches through checking 
reserves. The number of lists made has 
shown marked increase. Wider partici- 
pation in neighborhood community activi- 
ties has resulted. A sense of responsibility 
for closer touch with adult classes and 
groups has steadily grown. 


Has STIMULATING EFFECT 


At the central office, the coming and 
going of these part-time readers’ advisers 
from differing neighborhoods has been 
stimulating. Their questions have often 
been illuminating—presenting fresh points 
of view. The effect on branch staffs has 
been noticeable. This is a service which 
has been wanted for a long time and re- 
garded as impossible to achieve. As it is 
found that it can be fitted into the branch 
routine and carried, a new attitude de- 
velops on the part of the whole staff. 
Freedom for this work relieves many sorts 
of pressure. It compensates rather than 
complicates the branch procedure. 

The common interest developing from 
the discussion of readers’ problems and the 
library’s place in the growing pattern of 
adult education helps to formulate a uni- 
fied approach to problems of great general 
interest. As the work with adults has 
grown and spread, the conviction has also 
grown that the experiences and the meth- 
ods developed and the resources assembled 
can be profitably shared. There is nothing 
new in the work of the readers’ advisers— 
full-time or part-time—except the ap- 
proach and the attitude: the recognition 


of the possibility of better book service 
for the reader which grows from a 
deeper understanding of his problems and 
a wider use of the library’s resources by 
librarians. 

a 
Preliminary Report in Print 


THE new issue of the Handbook of 
Latin American Studies, recently published 
by Harvard University Press, includes a 
statement by Arthur E. Gropp on the 
progress of the survey of libraries and 
archives of Central America and the West 
Indies. 

Financed by a_ grant from the 
Rockefeller Foundation to the Depart- 
ment of Middle American Research of 
Tulane University, this survey, is being 
carried on by Mr. Gropp, librarian of the 
department and chairman of the A. L. A. 
Committee on Library Codéperation with 
Latin America. This preliminary résumé 
gives a general picture of the field covered 
to date—British Honduras, Guatemala, 
El Salvador, Honduras, and Nicaragua 
—and includes public libraries and print- 
ing laws, archives, and private libraries in 
each country. 

OFAN 


Appoint WPA Consultant 


Epwarp CHAPMAN, formerly as- 
sistant director of the Indiana State 
Library, has been appointed national 
library consultant to the Works Progress 
Administration and will take up his work 
in Washington early this month, accord- 
ing to word received from Mrs. Ellen S. 
Woodward, assistant administrator of the 
WPA. Mr. Chapman is to be in charge 
of library and book repair projects and, 
among other activities, will define stand- 
ards, evaluate work being done on pro- 
jects in his field, and facilitate the ex- 
change of ideas. 
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San Antonio Gets $30,000 Increase 


By M. M. HARRIS 


he ANTONIO’S budget situation was one of the worst in the country in 
1933-34. Mr. M. M. Harris, editor of the San Antonio Express, and the very active 
president of the San Antonio Public Library Board, tells how that situation has been 
steadily and hearteningly improved. Mr. Harris is a member of the A. L. A. Publicity 


Committee, president of the League of Texas Library Trustees, and member of the 
A. L. A. Trustees Section Executive Committee.—Eb. 





In a recent address to a joint confer- 
ence of the Texas Library Association and 
the League of Texas Library Trustees, 
the writer laid down this proposition: 


The library board member’s trust means 
precisely this: he shall be a liaison officer as 
between, not only his institution and the 
municipal or county government, but also 
and mainly as between his institution and the 
general community. That should be his 
service constantly, all the time, alike when 
prosperity rejoices the institution and the 
community and when adversity compels them 
both to consider the best and utmost dis- 
posal of every dollar obtainable. In degree, 
however, the energy, the enterprise, and the 
intelligence of the trustee’s liaison service 
must be increased when times are hard. In 
flush times the community, particularly the 
heavier taxpayers who do not commonly use 
the institution, take the public library for 
granted—too much for granted. With them 
it is merely another special tax, another item 
of municipal or county expenditure; it is 
“just there.” But when the slump comes, 
those same taxpayers are likely to wonder 
why the library “must have so much money 
anyway.” 


Those words were spoken prayerfully 
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for it may be doubted whether that decla- 
ration of principle and fact could be ap- 
plied to the depression-period record of 
any public library on this continent more 
closely and poignantly than to the San 
Antonio Public Library’s experience. 

As an institution, this library dates back 
to 1903 and memorializes the Carnegie 
philanthropy. As a public library worthy 
of that stately title, however—a library 
genuinely serviceable to its community— 
its career began no earlier than the autumn 
of 1929. Then, thanks to a municipal 
bond issue, it assumed the dignity and use- 
fulness of a system: a main building in 
the heart of the city and five branches 
(including one for Negroes) in as many 
thickly peopled residential districts. With 
a half-million dollars of bond money to 
spend on building and equipping this sys- 
tem, this city of, then, some 235,000 in- 
habitants—excluding those on the United 
States government’s military and other 
reservations—was graduated almost over 
night from one lone, dingy, book-starved 
little library building to the benefits of a 
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splendid addition to its public educational 
system. 

That was only sixty days before the 
bottom of the nation’s financial structure 
cracked—and Prosperity fell through the 
fissure. Like adequate public library serv- 
ice, the depression was late in coming to 
San Antonio, but when it did appear none 
—least of all the library administration 
and staff—could fail to feel its presence 
and its potency. Other libraries, the coun- 
try over, began to starve before ours was 
compelled to tighten its belt—but when 
hunger did overtake this institution, it set 
a new record for speed and thoroughness. 


Hap REACHED A New HIGH 


What a pang it was! For the first 
fiscal year’s operation of the new library 
system (1930-31) the city government had 
financed a budget of $110,000. For the 
second year the allowance out of municipal 
revenue had been $95,000. The library’s 
special tax had been increased from 2 to 
3 cents, and then to 4 cents on the $100 
of assessed valuation. In this, as in all 
other municipal functions and services, 
San Antonio had been open handed. It 
had been spending annually ten times more 
on this institution than it had spent on its 
original Carnegie library. But when that 
open hand, of necessity, was shut, it closed 
about an ax handle—and the chopping 
began. 

Now, an ax is a mighty poor substitute 
for a surgeon’s knife. A knife might have 
amputated numerous political excrescences 
from the public services—with benefit to 
those services and the taxpayers alike— 
but the ax fell upon the necks of the just 
and the unjust, the good and the bad, 
the essential and the superfluous, indiscrim- 
inately. 

But why prolong the agony of the reci- 


tal? San Antonio Public Library’s budget 
for 1933-34 Was cut 72 per cent, to 
$32,500—apparently more than that of 
any other like institution in the United 
States, regardless of the library’s size or 
the city’s population class. The board was 
compelled either to discharge or put on 
part time some twenty staff members and 
maintenance employees. Branch library 
service was curtailed to two afternoons a 
week for the larger, and one afternoon a 
week for the smaller branches. The main 
library opened at noon and closed at sun- 
down. Book purchases fell off to almost 
nothing, and the sound of the binding 
was low—until a CWA crew came in and 
did a few odd jobs of sorts (you know 
the sorts). 

The writer’s colleagues of the American 
Library Association Publicity Committee 
want to know “why the public library 
is not better known as a social agency, and 
what can the American Library Associa- 
tion do about it?” Then look you now 
what follows—for this alone justifies these 
words in the Bulletin: 


LitrLe TIME FoR LAMENT 


San Antonio Public Library trustees 
(particularly the board’s officers), libra- 
rian, and assistants wasted little time in 
lamentations. The crisis was less that of 
the library than of the community to whom 
it belongs 





and particularly the commun- 
ity’s school children. The issue was burn- 
ing and the cause was high. Should the 
public library close its doors or struggle 
along without new books, replacements, 
and binding, and with but a meager staff 
—or should the people who built it and 
who needed it more sorely, and were 
using it in far greater numbers than ever 
before, come to its rescue with not only 
gifts of books, but also a demand upon 
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their city authorities for a larger measure 
of financial support? 


Direct APPEAL TO Groups 


That issue was carried directly to every 
public educational institution—every jun- 
jor and senior high school and junior col- 
lege in San Antonio. It was carried 
directly to every service club and other 
civic organization in the community, to 
the council of parents and teachers, to 
the city federation of women’s clubs, to 
the American Legion, to the city school 
teachers council, and to the rural teach- 
ers association. School assemblies were 
held and civic organization meetings were 
called especially to hear and act upon the 
library’s appeal. The “flying squadron” 
that presented that appeal embraced the 
executive heads of the library system, the 
public school system, the chamber of com- 
merce, and the council of civic clubs’ pres- 
idents. 

This outstanding community of the 
southwest border country thus was made 
aware of the public library as a social 
agency. It became library conscious. It 
learned to regard the library not as a 
playhouse nor recreation center, but as a 
vitally necessary part of its 
education system. 


public 
It came to speak— 
and today it still speaks—of this institu- 
tion, not as “the” library, but as “our” 
library. 

That was the foremost, incomparably 
the greatest, and the most lasting of the 
results of this intensely determined cam- 
paign to keep the public library system a 
going concern. Among the other admir- 
able and all-significant results were the 
collection and presentation to the institu- 
tion of thousands of volumes from the 
community’s homes, offices, and civic or- 
ganizations—almost one-half of them 


from school children. Out of all this 
surge of social and civic solicitude was 
created the public sentiment that made 
possible the establishment of Bexar 
County Free Library, with its bookmobile, 
which has become a model for the south- 
west. 

Then the people’s library-consciousness 
was communicated to the city commission, 
headed by an intelligent and sympathetic 
Mayor, C. K. Quin. So it came about 
that for the next fiscal year the city 
government added almost $13,000 to the 
library budget; and since that year, the 
annual increase has been uninterrupted— 
up to June, 1937. 


From $54,000 To $84,000 


Then the recovery took a phenomenal 
turn. For 1937-38, the library budget has 
been raised from $54,000 to $84,000— 
only $11,000 under the allowance for the 
last year of the pre-depression financing— 
and the tax rate has been increased from 
2 to 3 cents with the promise of 4 cents in 
the event tax collections shall not be suf- 
ficient to provide this budget at the lower 
rate. 

Has this public library in a cosmopoli- 
tan community now numbering a quarter- 
million residents impressed upon the 
people and their government its nature 
and its indispensable service as a social 
agency? The writer and his colleagues 
in the institution’s direction and conduct 
are convinced that it has. This outline of 
the San Antonio library’s course during 
the most difficult of the depression years 
may not point to an experience unique 
among American cities, but it does ex- 
emplify and strikingly illustrate the steady 
strengthening of the hold which public 
library service is gaining upon popular 
approval and community esteem. 
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Trustee Action at Midwinter 


PROGRAM of activity for the 
Trustees Section was adopted by the sec- 
tion at its meeting Tuesday evening, De- 
cember 28, held at the Palmer House, 
Chicago, as part of the Midwinter con- 
ference of the American Library Asso- 
ciation. The program was recommended 
by the section’s Executive Committee and 


was adopted as presented. It covers: 


A goal of five new state trustees sections 
or associations for 1938 

Encouragement of trustee attendance at 
library institutes and conferences—regional, 
state, and national 

Wide reading among board members of 
The Library Trustee, published by the 


American Library Association 


Committees of the section are to be ap- 
pointed to further these objectives. 

The Executive Committee’s complete 
statement follows: 


Voted, That in order better to promote 
the three objectives of the Trustees Section 
of the A. L. A. enumerated in the by-laws, 
which are as follows: (1) to foster develop- 
ment of libraries and service; (2) to stimu- 
late formation of state associations; (3) to 
provide exchange of ideas through meetings 
and publications—the Executive Committee 
recommends the following activities: 

To stimulate the trustees’ conception of 
their functions as guiders of library policies 
and to bring about a better understanding 
of the difference between trustees’ duties 
and those of the professional administrative 
staff. 

To accomplish this objective, we recom- 
mend the reading of The Library Trustee, 
published by the American Library Associa- 
tion. 

In view of the fact that there are many 
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areas near most large communities that are 
either entirely without library facilities or 
with such as are very inadequate, we deem 
it necessary to widen the horizon of trustees 
and to encourage them to view local prob- 
lems in terms of the entire surrounding 
territory. 

To accomplish this objective we recom- 
mend attendance of trustees at library in- 
stitutes and conferences—regional, state, and 
national. 

To recommend strongly the creation of a 
trustees section or association in the states 
where now none exists and to lend such 
assistance as is in the power of the national 
section. 

To accomplish this objective we recom- 
mend five new state trustees sections or as- 
sociations as a goal for 1938. 


Preceding this action forty-five trustees 
and librarians attended the Trustees Sec- 
tion dinner, which was held in a special 
dining room of the Palmer House. The 
presence of Dr. Herbert Putnam, librarian 
of Congress, of Dr. Harrison W. Craver, 
president of the American Library Associa- 
tion, and Mrs. Craver, and of Milton J. 
Ferguson, the Association’s president- 
elect, added much to the pleasure of the 
occasion. 

An added note of interest was intro- 
duced by a self-inventory of the trustees 
present. Each trustee filled in the answers 
to a questionnaire, “The Trustee Looks at 
Himself,” which had been copied for dis- 
tribution from the book, The Library 
Trustee. Answers, when checked, gave 
those present a high rating! 

The program at 8 o’clock brought an 
additional group of fifty or more. Mr. 
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M. A. Hyde of Lincoln, Nebraska, first 
vice chairman of the section, presided in 
the absence of the chairman, Mrs. Philip 
Sidney Smith, of Washington, D.C., who 
was prevented from coming at the last 
moment because of illness. R. E. Dooley, 
of the A. L. A. Headquarters staff, ap- 
pealed to library boards to draw to the 
attention of their staffs the A. L. A. Retire- 
ment Plan before the increase in rates be- 
comes effective April 1. This means 
actual enrollment early in March to allow 
time for necessary record work. 

The topic for the meeting, “Better 
Trustees for Better Library Service,” was 
developed by Ralph D. Shanesy of Evans- 
ton, Illinois, who discussed ‘““The Trustee 
and the Library’s Money,” and by Wil- 
liam E. Marcus of Montclair, New Jer- 
sey, who talked on “Mobilization for 


Better Trusteeship.” Both talks were 


printed in the January Bulletin. The dis- 
cussion which followed showed the earnest 
desire of trustees present to build up better 
library boards and better library service. 
The program was arranged under the di- 
rection of Mrs. George H. Tomlinson, of 
Evanston, chairman of the Program Com- 
mittee and second vice chairman of the 
section. 

A proposed amendment to the by-laws 
was adopted providing that the secretary 
be made secretary-treasurer in order to 
take care of funds which have accrued to 
the section through royalties on sales of 
The Library Trustee. 


ANNA MATTHIES 


Anna Matthies (Mrs. O. C. E.) is sec- 
retary-treasurer of the Trustees Section 
and a member of the Board of the Ham- 
mond (Ind.) Public Library. 
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Rochester Finds Poster Artist 


an Economy 


By JOHN A. LOWE 
Librarian, Rochester Public Library and Member, A. L. A. Publicity Committee 


OSTERS, homemade, _ cardboard- 
magazine-cover-illustrated posters just did 
not seem to fit into the picture in our new 
building. They would have looked about 
the way the Ladies-Aid-of-the-Second- 
Church-Food-Sale posters do as they blush 
in a professionally decorated store window. 
For “it pays to advertise,” but it also 
“pays to look well” in your advertising. 
We have thought for a long time that 
unless the library can put up as attractive 
signs and posters for special and for gala 
occasions as the commercial man makes 
for everyday attraction, we could not hope 
to attract attention to what we wish to 
show people. 

Our efforts in the past were as noble 
and ambitious as those of our librarian 
friends. Somebody just had to “stick up 
something” between rushes, or some dear 
child ran over the notes she made in li- 
brary school and spent hours collecting, 
rejecting, copying, and recopying until her 
masterpiece was accomplished. At what 
pains? At what cost, if you count time 
anything? And in the end, her best work 
for the honor of the cause, I understand, 
but.... Has that ever happened in your 
library? Have you seen the art posters 
they make in high school classes just as 
routine, now-a-days? 
then we blush. 


We marvel, and 


UNSKILLED Work Is CostTLy 

Posters should be a part of the decora- 
tive scheme of the room and make a real 
contribution to it. Not only must they be 
correct in composition, in color, in style 
of lettering, and appropriate to the mes- 
sage they convey, but one poster has a 
relation to its surroundings and to other 
posters that may be displayed in the room. 
The chief function of posters, of course, 
is to attract attention. They must be 
striking enough to reach out into space and 
catch the eye and imagination of him who 
passes, but they must be skilful enough to 
do it gracefully. No rude knockouts. To 
do it well calls for a poster maker who 
knows what he is about. An artist designs 
posters, a library school graduate selects 
books, a page shelves books; each has his 
own place. It probably a pretty 
expensive proposition if somewhere along 
the line one tries to do the work of the 
other. 


is 


Our experiment is not original. It is 
not completely worked out. Every day 
brings up new features, new problems, 
and new opportunities. We have been 
at it a little over a year now, and we hope 
to get somewhere with it. We have an 
art gallery with exhibits changing every 
three weeks, fourteen recessed wall ex- 
hibition cases, two exterior show windows, 
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a wall bulletin board in each subject divi- 
sion with shelves beneath and at the sides 
for special collections, tables or “troughs,” 
and a bulletin board in every branch. 
But we also have a real artist as cura- 
tor of the gallery and a recent graduate 
of the Art School of Mechanics Institute 
as his assistant and 
maker. 


sign and_ poster 


PLAN FOR HARMONY IN ALL DISPLAYS 


A plan is made providing for the posters 
and all display signs shown in one division, 
or room, at one time, in order to secure 
harmony of theme, design, color, and style. 
Moreover, each division scheme is carried 
over into the adjacent divisions because 
readers see tables and boards of both at 
the same time. 
identical, 


This arrangement is not 
never monotonous, and fre- 
quently not obvious without some care- 
ful observation. 

At this writing, Christmas posters are 
in place everywhere about the building. 
They are all the same size. Each has a 
panel at the bottom, but each is different 
in color from the rest of the background. 
“Christmas” appears in each panel in 
identical lettering. The design on each 
poster is a large round disk, and in each 
disk is a device different in each division; 
in the Education Division it is heavenly 
blue with a bambino in white; in Social 
Sciences, the Holy Family; in Business 
and Economics, the Wise Men; in Science 
and Technology, a tree; in Literature, 
Charles Dickens, etc. All the small signs 
in each division are made of the main 


color in the poster with miniature disks 
in the corner. Here is one over a “trough” 
of books on skiing and iceboating, “Wings 
of Winter Trails,” with a ski jumper in 
the disk. All these will be gone in 
a few days, and a fresh set will take 
their places. 

It has been found necessary and help- 
ful to have a schedule of poster displays. 
The division heads have indicated the 
subjects each would like to stress for each 
three-week period for the next twelve 
months, and these have been codrdinated 
into one plan for the whole library. By 
careful planning, time will be spent to the 
best advantage. 

When not on display, the posters are 
filed in a flat tray cabinet. Each has its 
own circulation record card attached to 
the back. In a catalog each is entered 
on a card indicating subject, title, color 
of background, color and style of lettering, 
the design and its color, size, artist, and 
date. Division heads and branch li- 
brarians find the catalog convenient in 
choosing their posters. This work of 
preparation and cataloging is done as 
“busy work” by the attendant on duty in 
the art gallery. 

The project has been done economically. 
Expenditures, aside from one small salary, 
have been limited to a careful selection 
of bright, attractive, and appropriate 
sheets of cardboard and a few paints. 
The work is turned off with surprising 
swiftness and with a professional finish, 
due to the skill and technique of the 
poster maker. 


2 * KE 








SULIT 
A. L. A. Membership by States, 1937 


GAIN of 1,147 members is shown 
by the new A. L. A. Handbook just off 
the press, according to Cora M. Beatty, 
chief of the Membership Department and 
compiler of the Handbook. 

The largest increase is recorded for 
New York State, with more than 500 
additional members; Massachusetts is next 
with 133, and Pennsylvania and New Jer- 
sey follow with 70 and 56 respectively. 
Membership as of November 1, 1937, is 
shown by the map below. 

Three new features are included in the 
present Handbook—state trustee organi- 
zations, state-wide citizens library organi- 


zations, and the one state institution 
libraries supervisor on record. The cus- 
tomary information about affiliated na- 
tional societies and other national library 
associations has also been greatly ex- 
panded this year, through the valuable 
assistance of the associations concerned. 

From several sources have come sug- 
gestions of features which would make 
the Handbook more useful to the pro- 
fession, one of which is a request for a 
geographical index. The Membership De- 
partment would be interested to receive 
comments from Handbook users on this 
suggestion. 
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Salaries and the Cost of Living in 
the Middle Atlantic States 


By HAZEL B. TIMMERMAN 


N ESTABLISHING an_ adequate 
salary scale for any group of workers, it 
is essential to take into consideration the 
amount required by that group to main- 
tain itself at the standard expected of it 
by society. 

Recognizing this premise, the A. L. A. 
Committee on Salaries, Staff, and Service 
felt that any studies on salaries to be 
undertaken by it should therefore be pre- 
ceded by a survey of the cost of living 
of librarians. This survey was made in 
February, 1937. 

About 15 per cent of the A. L. A. mem- 
bership were asked to furnish information 
on their salaries and living expenses. In 
selecting the names of those to whom the 
questionnaires were to be sent, the first 
six individual members on each page of 
the A. L. A. Handbook for 1936 were 
chosen. In addition to these, the com- 
mittee included certain others in order that 
all classes and types of libraries, all areas 
of the country, and all grades of library 
service might be represented. 

From the tentative findings, the com- 
mittee learned that replies were received 
from about 5 per cent of the membership 
who were working in 44 states, the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, and Canada. 

The returns from the Middle Atlantic 
States (Delaware, Maryland, New Jer- 


1 Now Board on Salaries, Staff, and Tenure. 


96 


sey, New York, and Pennsylvania), 
totaled 144. Although the complete re- 
sults of the survey are not as yet available 
for this section of the country, we believe 
certain interesting features can be brought 
out to advantage for the information of 
the A. L. A. membership. 

The salaries ranged from $1,000 to 
$7,500, with the mean of $2,210, and the 
median and mode of $1,800. 

Of the 127 women and 17 men who 
furnished the information, over one-half 
had dependents, 53 people being wholly 
dependent and 81, partially dependent on 
them. These dependents included 106 
adults and 28 children. The number hav- 
ing dependents was 76, 61 women and 
15 men. If this sampling is accurate for 
the rest of the country, it would be safe 
to say that practically every other person 
in the library profession has two people 
for whom he is wholly or partially re- 
sponsible financially. 

Because expenditures in the budget vary 
considerably for different items according 
to whether or not dependents are to be 
considered, the expenditures have been 
set up in the following table for three 
groups: those with no dependents, those 
who have dependents who are not living 
in the same household with them, and 
those having dependents who are living 
in the same household with them. It will 
be noticed that while certain items are 
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almost constant for all three groups, those 
having dependents living with them spend 
much more on shelter, operating expenses, 


The group covers a wide range when 
the type of work in which they are em- 


food, and insurance. 


ployed is analyzed: 
Executives—46 (public and county 11, 


MEAN SALARY AND MEAN EXPENDITURES FOR YEAR ENDING MARCH, 1937 


With Dependents With Dependents 


Without Not Living Living with 
Dependents with Them Them 

PEP TTT CTT Te eee Tee er Pee 1,780" 2,468" 2,384° 
A icinksnmidokinninehehaxnwebes 323" 376" 554” 
Operating expenses.................... 92” 128” 336" 
DE ninds Sicegeskeneneveas enhweeee 308” 389” 502” 
EE eae iis cndimban dara wae ae awe 229” 196” 222” 
Laundry and dry cleaning ............ 30" 40° 49” 
Transportation to and from work! ...... 44” 50” s7” 
LEIS Han ah GCs penny ce —" Pi 79" 
RN i a ah ie ee 219” 242" 227” 
EE ii oh od ie Li cubhan acaba ainainal 43" 40" 74” 
Rs dade whee a nna .nhen ae ae 69" 74° 79" 
Ee ines aw nenke hbk dedi dene aes 245” 299” 288” 
EE chy sk atadewanas aed ie eaen 197" 387° 177" 
ET cic nind s baekheande ache ornen 177” 241” 272" 
Se ona aes Neen |’ 46" 53" 
Payment on debts formerly incurred ..... 140” 195° 129° 
Dues 

Cc ttn mh thei sanene ek bik aiid §* 16” 19” 

ET bakncunseareaenikwe na aae n onieke 4" i 6° 
Attendance at library meetings ......... 45" 40” at” 
Automobile and upkeep! .............. 240" 246” 223” 
Contribution to dependents not living with 

EE cis see tee bic ceeveteecans pas 386" 167° 
Eee er eee ren ae 110" 96" 138” 


1 Transportation to and from work for ten persons is listed under automobile and upkeep. 
Superior hgures show number reporting on each item. 


It is felt that this sampling gives a good 
picture of the situation in regard to salar- 
ies and expenditures in the Middle Atlan- 
tic states as it represents a real cross-section 
of the A. L. A. membership in that part 
of the country. 

The 144 librarians who returned the 
questionnaires are employed in the follow- 
ing kinds of libraries: 80 in public, 10 
in university, 16 in college, 2 in teachers 
college, 24 in elementary school or high 
school, 8 in special, 2 in state and library 
extension agency, and 2 in library schools. 


university one, college 6, teachers college 
one, high school and elementary school 21, 
special 6) 

Assistant librarians—7 (public and 
county 2, college 3, teachers college one, 
library extension agency, one) 

Branch and _ assistants—9 

Catalogers and classifiers—13 

Children’s librarians—18 

Circulation department—5 

Order department—3 

Reference department—12 

Others—31 


librarians 
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Both urban and rural areas are included, 
although the larger proportion work in 
cities of more than 100,000 population. 
The size of the towns in which these 144 
librarians are employed is as follows: 


Less than 10,000 population 


phe eondieka 19 
10,000-29,999 population ............. Il 
30,000-99,999 population ............. 25 
100,000 population and over .......... 89 


The. years of library experience of these 
individuals ranged from 2 who were in 
their first year of experience to 2 in their 
thirty-fourth year of service. In the 
group having less than one year to 9 
years’ experience, there were 67 persons; 
IO to 19 years’ experience, 44; 20 to 29 
years’ experience, 18; and 30 to 34 years’ 
experience, 13. “Iwo did not answer this 
question. The mean for those having ex- 
perience of a year or more is I2 years and 
the median is I0 years. 

The age of those replying varied greatly. 
The oldest was sixty-six years of age and 
the youngest twenty-one. As five did not 
give their age, the remainder could only 
be used in determining the mean, which 
was thirty-eight years, and the median, 
which was thirty-five. In the group from 
twenty-one to twenty-nine years, there 
were 34; thirty to thirty-nine years, 51; 
forty to forty-nine years, 29; fifty to fifty- 
nine years, 18; and sixty or over, 7. 

The marital status of the 127 women 
was as follows: single, 119; married, 3; 
widows, etc., 5; of the 17 men, II were 
married and 6 single. 

This survey represents a cross-section of 
A. L. A. members only, who are, for the 
most part, professional librarians, as few 
of the subprofessional or clerical staffs of 
libraries are A. L. A. members. This 
fact must be borne in mind when discuss- 
ing the educational background of these 
144 librarians: 


GENERAL EDUCATION 
Master’s degrees 
£ 


(ehtnededwunacuseee 12 
rere 95 
Be OE EE cb 06d tdedcadddecack I 
SP a cdaecdcencvndeseons 9 
ED van ccneesop acdekbaas 5 
ET chext ans sageekedecacouh 3 
iki ee ccckecckeweecnna 16 
3 years of high school .............. I 
EE vc tecenhcabsbwesn Ace weeen 2 
LIBRARY EDUCATION 
3 years of library school .............. I 
2 years of library school .............. 16 
1 year of library school .............. gI 
6 summer sessions ............00000. I 
EEE OE Te 2 
Te Terre rere 2 
PE Sachsen acsaerenaenaa 3 


4 summer sessions and training class .. I 
2 summer sessions and training class .... 2 
I summer session and training class .... 2 
I summer session and apprentice class .. 1 
Training class 


ciaielclcasuanac assed ak th lide 5 
NO ons kbc cee eeee danas 6 
Training class and apprentice class .... 1 
Dt -tichibperewtedebideks seeunniebe 5 
RE kneintinnnnbesicernsenenen 5 


At the New York conference, Miss Ber- 
nice E. Hodges, Public Library, Rochester, 
New York, in discussing the results which 
the cost of living study would bring out 
said, “A. L. A. members of most li- 
brary staffs are for the most part in the 
upper salary brackets.” This must defin- 
itely be taken into consideration when 
analyzing the medians and means as they 
are higher than they would be if the sur- 
vey had not been limited to A. L. A. 
members. 

A complete study of this survey, which 
the Board on Salaries, Staff, and Tenure 
will publish within the next few months, 
will include further analysis of the facts 
brought out in this article for the country 
as a whole and will also include a study 
of the salaries of these librarians from 
1927 to 1937. 





Libraries Look Ahead! 





Award of $100 offered by the 
Junior Members Round Table 











PRIZES 

First: $100 in cash, plus publication in 
A. L. A. Bulletin and New Republic 

Second and third: Books, plus possible 
publication 

Three honorable mentions: Books 


JUDGES 


Bruce Bliven, editor of New Republic 

Mrs. Beatrice Sawyer Rossell, editor of 
A. L. A. Bulletin 

Gerald McDonald, chairman, Junior 
Members Round Table 


SPONSORS 
Junior Members Round Table and the 











and the A. L. A. Bulletin for 
the best essay on the subject, 
“Libraries Look Ahead,” sub- 
mitted to the Junior Members 
Contest Committee before April 
I, 1938. 


A. L. A. Bulletin. The sponsors reserve 
the right to withhold the cash award in the 
event no manuscript merits publication 
TITLE 

Libraries Look Ahead 
LENGTH 

1000 to 1500 words 
CLosinc DaTE 

April 1, 1938 
CONTESTANTS 

Anybody: librarian, trustee, reader 


ConTEST COMMITTEE 


Junior members who will act as pre- 
liminary judges: 


Marie D. Loizeaux, New Rochelle (N.Y.) Public Library, Chairman 
Bertha Buelow, La Crosse (Wis.) Public Library 

Ellen L. Forsyth, New York Public Library 

Gretchen J. Garrison, New York Public Library 

Norma O. Ireland, Glendale (Calif.) Public Library 

Harry F. Koch, Queens Borough Public Library 

Geraldine LeMay, Emory University Library School, Georgia 
John H. Moriarty, Cooper Union Library, New York City 

Jurgen Raymond, College of the City of New York Library 

Helen Todd, Trenton (N.J.) Public Library 


Mai, Your Manuscript: By April 1 to “Libraries Look Ahead” Contest, Marie D. 
Loizeaux, chairman, Public Library, New Rochelle, New York 

















SYT7GDSRNE 
State Library Leaders Meet 


at Chicago 


CLEARING house for state pro- 
grams is under way at A. L. A. Head- 
quarters, and state library associations are 
invited to deposit with Cora M. Beatty, 
chief of the Membership Department, fifty 
copies of their programs, to be supplied 
upon request. A list of the programs 
available will be noted in the A. L. A. 
Bulletin when the service begins. 

The idea of exchanging programs was 
proposed at a meeting of more than thirty 
representatives of state library associations 
and bulletin editors who came together in 
Chicago, December 30, in connection with 
the Midwinter conference. Earl W. 
Browning, president of the Illinois Li- 
brary Association for 1937-38, acted as 
chairman. 

A Saturday meeting during state and 
regional library conferences to interest 
more school librarians in attending was 
another recommendation of the group. 
When this is not feasible, school superin- 
tendents could be notified of week day 
sessions planned with school library in- 
terests in mind. Invitations to superin- 
tendents, teachers, and school librarians 
to appear on these programs were also 
recommended. 

In the discussion of exhibits, Halsey W. 
Wilson inquired whether exhibits of his 
and other companies might be handled by 
a representative of the state association or 
local committee. Eventually, he sug- 
gested, a plan might be worked out where- 
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by a truck carrying exhibits of several 
firms might make the rounds of a number 
of state meetings. 


FEE FoR ExHiBit SPACE 


A minimum fee of $2 per linear foot for 
exhibit space was agreed upon and the 
group’s decision on this point is being 
transmitted to state association presidents 
by Mrs. Eugene S. Cooper, trustee of the 
Hammond (Ind.) Public Library. The 
idea of printing exhibitors’ names in the 
program was approved. 

How to assure continuity in state library 
association activities—perhaps through 
planning or activities committees—and the 
type of publicity campaign to be under: 
taken in an off-legislative year are among 
topics on the docket for further discussion 
at the Kansas City conference next June. 

Carrying the proposal of the 
group’s earlier meeting, as reported in the 
December, 1937, Bulletin, the following 
states announce the tentative dates of their 
1938 meetings: 





out 


Illinois, October 26 to 28, at Springfield; 
Indiana, October 12 to 14; Michigan, No- 
vember 1 to 4; Minnesota, October 6 and 7; 
Ohio Valley, October 18 to 22; South Da- 
kota, October 3 and 4; and Southeastern 
states, October 27 to 29 at Atlanta. 


This is the second meeting of state li- 
brary leaders, the first having been held 
during the New York conference last 
June. 











 —_ ——_—_e 
What Can We Do About It? 


W.. Is the Public Library Not 


Better Known As a Social Agency and 
What Can the A. L. A. Do about It?” 
was informally discussed by a small group 
of librarians, trustees, and civic leaders at 
the Midwinter conference in Chicago, 
December 28, with Frederic G. Melcher, 
editor of Publishers’ Weekly and member 
of the A. L. A. Publicity Committee, pre- 
siding. The meeting was called by the 
A. L. A. Publicity Committee, of which 
Ruth E. Hammond, of Wichita, is chair- 
man. 

Among those participating in discussion 
were the editor of the Agricultural Read- 
ers’ Digest, Estes P. Taylor; a member of 
the Illinois General Assembly, Mrs. Ber- 
nice IT. VanderVries; a representative of 
the League of Women Voters, Mrs. Laura 
Hughes Lunde; Carl B. Roden, librarian ; 
a former president of the National Con- 
gress of Parents and Teachers, Mrs. B. F. 
Langworthy; and a trustee of the Evans- 
ton (Ill.) Public Library, Mrs. Arne 
Oldberg. 


SuccEsts Broap APPROACH 


In opening discussion, Mr. Melcher 
made two suggestions: (1) that the li- 
brary as “a social agency” be considered 
not in a limited social sense but rather 
in its general civic status in the com- 
munity; and (2) that the A. L. A. be 
thought of also in its broader aspects as a 
group of people 14,000 strong. 

Space does not permit a detailed re- 
port of the discussion but a brief summary 
of points made follows: 


Get Rp or “PuBLicity” 


Mr. Melcher: In many cities it would 
be helpful if we did not refer so much to 
“publicity” but called our work some- 
thing like “public relations.” In a savings 
bank, for example, when some needed 
work was labeled “publicity” it could not 
be budgeted but when the name was 
changed “we got the thing done.” 

Art museums rated four times as much 
space as libraries in the New York Times 
during 1936. Perhaps that was because 
libraries have news to present but do not 
always know how to present it. Associa- 
tions of other groups frequently secure 
headlines and space for out-of-town meet- 
ings that a library gathering does not get 
in its own City. 

Quoting from conversations with vari- 
ous people regarding library publicity in 
general, Mr. Melcher cited as weaknesses: 

Too much reliance on book lists; not 
enough on news 

Disinclination to use personality inter- 
est of librarians as news 

Perfunctory releases 

More than one speaker observed that 
the library as a social factor is handicapped 
by the hush required within its walls. 
(John Adams Lowe, speaker from the 
floor, said that in Rochester “shushing” 
is absolutely against the rules. ) 


Farm Epitor’s COMMENTS 
Mr. Taylor: To make the library a 
more recognized social factor in rural 
communities, put a leader in the country 
to work with farm people. If you assume 
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that the 40 million people without library 
service will ask for it without the encour- 
agement of a personal salesman, you won’t 
get anywhere. 

Also, work closely with county agents, 
home demonstration agents, and teachers 
of vocational agriculture and home eco- 
nomics in the school. The former spend 
their entire time working with farm 
groups and the latter carry education be- 
yond the school room to the families of 
students in their classes. 


LEGISLATOR’S POINT OF VIEW 


Mrs. VanderVries: The classes to 
which libraries must appeal if they are to 
be recognized as a social factor are the 
large middle class and the classes below 
that which are not able to buy books. 

Candidates for political office should be 
circularized before elections in regard to 
their attitude toward libraries. Schools, 
medical groups, and playground authori- 
ties find out how prospective office holders 
stand. Libraries should do the same, then 
help elect people sympathetic to your cause. 

Let the people know how their tax 
money is spent. Make them realize how 
much cheaper it would be for a community 
in the end if their library were adequately 
supported. Watch the news and make 
your publicity timely. 


As A Leacue MeEmBer SEEs IT 


Mrs. Lunde: Respect for libraries will 
grow when you can build up a high stan- 
dard for certification of librarians. (This 
is a problem requiring careful handling in 
state legislatures, however, warned Mrs. 
VanderVries. Many legislators oppose 
certification because it does not have the 
support of their constituents. ) 

When you talk about books before clubs 
and other groups, give them some idea, 
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briefly, of the training and preparation re- 
quired for book selection. Give them, in 
other words, something of the background 
of your selection—how you know the 
books you have to offer them are good. 


LIBRARIANS DISAGREE 


Mr. Roden: I don’t think we need to 
worry much either about whether or not 
we are well enough known or how to be- 
come better known. We have a job to do 
and we are doing a pretty good job with 
what means we have. If the job gets 
bigger, we will get bigger, but in the mean- 
time, let’s do the job. The library’s job 
is to aid every cultural movement in its 
community not to initiate it. (Ralph 
Shaw of Gary took exception to this opin- 
ion from the floor, supporting his belief 
that libraries need and want publicity with 
comments he had recently received regard- 
ing the desirability of the A. L. A.’s spon- 
soring a National Library Week.) 


Mrs. LANGWORTHY’S SUGGESTIONS 


Mrs. Human interest 
stories pay dividends in making the com- 
munity conscious of the services of the li- 
brary, and consequently make them more 
willing to spend their money for it. 

Patrons entering the library from the 
noisy outside world oftentimes are intim- 
idated by the librarian who answers in a 
wisp of a voice, their more loudly voiced 
questions. 


Langworthy: 


If there were more children’s librarians 
to help children discover what they want 
to read, a lasting appreciation of books 
and libraries would be developed at an 
early age. 

Old fashioned “book parties” help to 
acquaint children with books and intro- 
duce a very human element into the li- 
brary. 
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Mrs. Oldberg: Certain rooms should be 
set aside in the library where people can 
go when they want to talk or hold group 
meetings. “This would make people more 
friendly and encourage group interest. 

Children’s activities are always of in- 
terest to their parents, therefore, to bring 
the adults to the library arrange for pro- 
grams in which children participate. 

Alexander Galt, of Buffalo, speaking 
from the floor, pointed out that the library 
should try to get across to its community 
the idea that our entire modern life, in- 
cluding our commercial life, is dependent 
upon the knowledge to be found in li- 
braries. 

In the open discussion which followed, 
the aid given state legislative campaigns 
and local libraries by library articles and 
editorials in national magazines and 
newspapers was stressed, and Mr. Shaw 
presented the following resolution, for 
consideration by the A. L. A. Executive 
Board: 


Whereas, The establishment of a federal 
library agency provides timeliness, and 

Whereas, Legislative campaigns in the 
near offing create an imperative need for 
interpretation of our public libraries to the 
public on a nation-wide scale: 

Therefore Be It Resolved That the Ex- 
ecutive Board, when assembled on Decem- 
ber 30, be urgently petitioned to earmark a 
sum of approximately five hundred dollars 
($500) from the funds in the 1937-38 re- 
ceipts now unassigned, for preparation of 
articles and their proper presentation to 
periodicals and newspapers of national dis- 
tribution. 


The Executive Board was sympathetic 
with the request for funds but was unable 
to grant it in the middle of the year. The 
board voted, however, that the secretary 
and comptroller be requested to review the 
budgets about March first to ascertain 
whether money might then be available. 


A New Tool 


Tue Union Catalogue of the Peri- 
odical Publications in the University Li- 
braries of the British Isles* will naturally 
be placed next to the Union List of Serials 
on our shelf of working tools. A word 
of caution, however, is necessary, for the 
arrangements of these two lists vary on 
fundamental points. The preface and the 
notes on the use of the Catalogue should 
be read carefully. 

The outstanding differences are that 
main entries are under the original titles 
with references from later ones, and that 
catchwords printed in heavy type deter- 
mine the alphabetical order of the main 
entries. Also, journals, proceedings, etc., 
of organizations are in groups, alphabeted 
by catchwords, with cross-references from 
the organizations of issue. 

The Catalogue must be used in conjunc- 
tion with the World List of Scientific 
Periodicals, 1934, for it includes only sci- 
entific periodicals excluded from that list. 

The Union Catalogue is a splendid piece 
of bookmaking. It is not so easy to read, 
however, as is the American Union List. 
The cross-references are in the same type 
as the notes under the main entries, 
hence the columns must be read with care. 
The numbers in front of the main entries 
simplify cross-references but interfere with 
the clearness with which those entries 
should stand out. A cursory comparison 
shows, as was to be expected, that the 
Union Catalogue contains a great many 
titles not in the Union List of Serials— 
most excellent evidence of the great aid 
that it will give to American librarians. 

LAWRENCE Heyt, Chairman 
Book Buying Committee 


1 Roupell, M. G., compiler. London, W. C. L., 
Malet Place, England. Great Britain National Cen- 
tral Library, Joint Standing Committee on Library 
Coéperation, 1937. £2 3s. 6d. 
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American Microphotography at 


the Paris Exposition 


By HERMAN H. FUSSLER 


£ \\ CERTAIN portion of Europe has 


had the conception for some time that mic- 
rophotography could function as a possible 
substitute for photostating and other cur- 
rent means of reproduction, but the idea 
has not been current that microphotog- 
raphy offered a_ practical, economical 
means for reproducing long files of ma- 
terial for individuals and _ institutions. 
This is not unnatural in view of the fact 
that some of America’s pressing needs for 
microphotography—such as the reproduc- 
tion of newspapers—have not yet occurred 
in European libraries, and that, further, no 
equipment capable of such mechanized re- 
production has been available in Europe. 

When an invitation from French 
authorities came to the American National 
Committee on Intellectual Codperation, of 
which James T. Shotwell was chairman, to 
participate in the Paris International Ex- 
position, therefore, it was logically sug- 
gested that microphotography offered more 
hope of practical international intellectual 
coéperation than any other medium in the 
manner in which it could make exchange 
of documents practical. 

Invitation to implement this decision 
was extended by the committee to the Uni- 
versity of Chicago. Dr. M. Llewellyn 
Raney, director of libraries, accepted the 
task of supervising the demonstration and 
made arrangements with the university 





104 


authorities to permit loan of the new, 
highly mechanized microphotographic ap- 
paratus being acquired by the Department 
of Photographic Reproduction for the li- 
braries. Dr. Raney also arranged for im- 
mediate construction of new equipment 
and the loan of additional equipment both 
from the laboratory and from manufac- 
turers, as well as the suspension of work 
at Chicago and the loan of staff. When 
later the exposition authorities counseled 
shift of the demonstration from one of 
the Museums of Modern Art to the library 
section in the Trocadéro, sponsorship was 
passed to the American Library Associa- 
tion Committee on Photographic Repro- 
duction of Library Materials of which 
Dr. Raney was chairman. 

Not only was it proposed to demonstrate 
the latest equipment available in this coun- 
try, but also to utilize that equipment in 
an actual copying project at the exposition 
in full view of the public. With that end 
in view, an application for funds was made 
to the Rockefeller Foundation, which even 
more generously than had been asked made 
a grant for the purpose. 

Time for preparation was short, but 
plans were made as rapidly as possible and 
the unit sailed for France in April, carry- 
ing with it Recordak and Optigraph read- 
ing machines, a Photorecord camera, a 
large newspaper copying camera in process 
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of construction by Lieutenant R. H. Drae- 
ger of the United States Navy (to whom 
permission to construct the camera and 
remain in Paris was given by the secretary 
of the navy), an automatic film processing 
machine constructed by the Holloway 
Company of New York, and such miscel- 
laneous equipment as would be necessary 
for the running of the equipment and 
darkroom, as well as a substantially com- 
plete machine shop transported for the 
use of Dr. Draeger in completing and 
maintaining the large newspaper camera. 

Before this sailing, however, Dr. Raney 
made a hasty trip, limited to four weeks, 
to make an initial survey of conditions in 
Paris and England and to arrange details 
of codperation with the Bibliotheque Na- 
tionale for the loan of material. It was 
decided to copy French revolutionary jour- 
nals and the complete file of a major 
French newspaper, such as Le Journal des 
Débats or Le Temps. 

With that aim, the unit arrived in Paris, 
held conference with Dr. Raney, who then 
departed for the United States. Arrange- 
ments were made for space in the libraries’ 
section of the exposition in the beautiful 
new Trocadéro, together with appropriate 
plans for installation, including water, a 
small darkroom, counters, power and 
light outlets, etc. Arrangements were also 
made for setting up Dr. Draeger’s shop 
equipment in the Maison de la Chimie as 
well as the delivery of all our apparatus 
thither for initial work. 

At the Maison, Dr. Draeger undertook 
the completion of the large camera while 
the demonstration staff was actively en- 
gaged in repairing shipping damage, pre- 
paring and adapting the apparatus for in- 
stallation in the Trocadéro, and collating 
material to be copied. 

The original aim of copying a complete 


newspaper file could not be accomplished 
because of the delay in completing con- 
struction on the Trocadéro and in the 
further delay in the completion of the 
Draeger camera. Nevertheless, substan- 
tial progress was made with the smaller 
camera and with the Draeger camera 
after completion. From titles selected 
under the direction of Dr. Raney, slightly 
Over 200,000 pages of material were copied 
from the latter part of July to the end of 
November. Material was lent by the Bib- 
liothéque Nationale. The titles, insofar 
as possible, were selected with reference to 
their general interest and included such 
journals as: Le Globe; Pére Duchesne, par 
Hébert; L’Orateur du Peuple; Le Logo- 
graphe; La Decade Philosophique, Gazette 
de Paris; etc. 

The developing of the film was done 
in a small darkroom immediately adjacent 
to the space where the cameras were set 
up in full view of the public. Reading 
machines, exposed for the use of the pub- 
lic, adjacent to the cameras, were in use 
constantly. 


Given HicH AWARD 


It is, of course, virtually impossible to . 


evaluate the results of such a demonstra- 
tion aside from the actual copying that was 
done. But insofar as could be learned, the 
demonstration was of real value and it was 
certainly of wide interest. Many special 
groups and individuals were given demon- 
strations at the Trocadéro and, while a 
complete list cannot be given here, it in- 
cluded L’Association Populaire des Amis 
de Musées, Le Barreau de Paris, the chief 
engineer of the French railways, the li- 
brary students of the libraries of Sainte 
Genevieve and the Bibliotheque Nationale, 
L’ Association des Bibliothecaires Francais, 
Le Congrés Mondial de la Documenta- 
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tion Universelle, Le Comité International 
des Bibliothéques, the President of France, 
as well as many other distinguished visitors 
from France, England, Germany, and the 
United States. The demonstration was 
awarded the highest prize in its class, 
second only to the Bibliotheque Nationale 
which arranged the entire exhibit. 

After completion of work in Paris at 
the end of November, opportunity was pro- 
vided for a week’s visit to England to 
make a quick survey of progress and de- 
velopmental work in a few key places. 

In concluding a report of any demon- 
stration of this sort, mention should be 
made of all those who gave generously of 
their advice and assistance. Space again 
permits mention of only a few to whom 
we are indebted: M. Cain and M. Leroy, 
of the Bibliothéque Nationale; M. Bour- 


geois and M. Gerad, of the Maison de la 
Chimie; Mlle. Oddon, of the Musée de 
l’Homme; besides many others in this 
country and France. 
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An Addition 


Ratpw H. CarruTHers, of the 
New York Public Library, adds the fol- 
lowing entry to the directory of “Micro- 
copying Services and Available Positive 
Films,” printed in Microphotography for 
Libraries 1937, a recent A. L. A. publica- 
tion. 

Historical Society of Pennsylvania, 1300 
Locust Street, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 
Five cents per frame, and five cents extra 
per positive frame; special quotations on 
long runs; service extended to other insti- 


tutions if the material is brought to the 
society. 
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Trends in the Use of Libraries 
Indicated by Circulation 


HE apparent tendency to spend more 
money for extensive purchase of non- 
fiction, to the neglect of fiction and 
juvenile books popular with the public, is 
perhaps one reason for continued decline 
in public library circulation during the past 
three years, in the opinion of Ralph R. 
Shaw, of the Gary (Ind.) Public Library. 

Mr. Shaw was one of three speakers at 
the midwinter meeting of university and 
reference librarians, December 27, who 
analyzed trends in the use of libraries as 
indicated by circulation statistics. Leland 
R. Smith, of Butler University, and Carl 
M. White, of Fisk University, spoke for 
the college and university fields. Thomas 
P. Fleming, of the Medical Library, Co- 
lumbia University, presided. 

Besides examining circulation records 
at headquarters, Mr. Shaw used the re- 
turns to a questionnaire from more than a 
hundred libraries, which, in addition to 
circulation figures, gave data on the trend 
in book budgets—especially the distribu- 
tion between adult fiction, non-fiction, and 
juvenile literature—for various years from 
1915 to date. 

The return to employment, bringing a 
little more money for recreation; the ac- 
cumulation of borrowers’ cards blocked 
by fines during depression years; and staff 
substitutions imposed by limited funds are 
among other factors which Mr. Shaw be- 
lieves may have kept readers from the li- 
brary. 


The indications are, Mr. Shaw found, 
that 1937 was somewhat closer to the 
bottom of the decline with respect to 
juvenile and total circulation, but was 
no further from the bottom of the de- 
cline in non-fiction and fiction circulation, 
than in 1936. ‘Tabulation of percentage 
of loss or gain for fiction, non-fiction, 
juvenile, and total circulation indicates 
that where there is a loss, the juvenile 
loss is least of all; where there is a 
gain, the juvenile is greatest. 


CoLLeces REPORT SUBSTANTIAL GAIN 


In university and college libraries, on 
the contrary, Mr. White and Mr. Smith 
reported that book circulation had in- 
creased steadily and substantially during 
the past ten years, despite financial stress 
of the depression. 

The reasons for this increase are found 
within the library, Mr. Smith said, in a 
greater effort to teach students the use 
of the library, more attractive and better 
lighted reading rooms, and chiefly in better 
professional training of the staff. <A 
greater interest in economics and sociology 
and the shift in teaching from the lecture 
method to more assigned reading are like- 
wise responsible, he feels. 

Better use of his library by the indi- 
vidual student during this ten-year period 
of greatly increased enrollment was indi- 
cated by eight universities, Mr. White 
found. The even swing upward suggests 
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to him that methods continued to improve 
during the depression, a tribute, in his 
opinion, to librarians who, as a rule, were 
obliged to carry on with reduced ranks. 

The growth of interlibrary loans, par- 
ticularly in those libraries served by union 
catalogs, has been impressive, the total 
number of volumes handled increasing 80 
per cent between 1928-29 and 1935-36. 

It is hoped that these three papers will 
be printed later in full. Watch the library 
press for further announcement. 
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La Guardia Committee Issues 
Children’s Book List 


An Invitation to Read, an annotated 
graded list of more than 200 juvenile 
books, has just been received at A. L. A. 
Headquarters, representing the work of a 
committee appointed by Mayor F. H. La 
Guardia of New York in 1936, to select 
suitable books for children in the courts. 

Prior to Mayor LaGuardia’s appoint- 
ment of the committee, Judge Jacob 
Panken had for some months been experi- 
menting with the idea that reading 
of well selected books might be a good 
influence for a 
child. 

In sympathy with Judge Panken’s idea, 
Mayor LaGuardia headed the book selec- 
tion committee with a practical psychia- 
trist, Frank J. O’Brien, of New York, and 
included as members two children’s li- 
brarians, Irene Smith and Harriet S. 
Wright; a school library supervisor, 
Claude G. Leland; a civic librarian, Re- 
becca B. Rankin; an educator specializing 
in English and reading ability, Stella S. 
Center, and two judges of the Children’s 
Court, Judge Panken and Judge Rosalie 
L. Whitney. 


socially maladjusted 
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Readability was the first requisite for 
every book included in the list. Titles are 
grouped according to the reading capacity 
of the child, with such subdivisions as will 
appeal to a child’s interest or disclose sub- 
ject content. Each book is fully annotated 
and a subject index is included. The 
encouragement of voluntary reading was 
kept constantly in mind as work on the 
list progressed. 

That the greatest good might result 
from the list, the committee has recom- 
mended that a well trained children’s 
librarian be appointed to the Children’s 
Court; that a collection of the books 
selected be purchased for the court; and 
that children be encouraged to make their 
own selections for reading and report on 
them. 

Copies of this guide may be purchased 
from the Municipal Reference Library, 
2230 Municipal Building, New York 
City, for twenty-five cents each. 


FFA 


NCPT Gives Nation-wide 
Library Broadcast 
THE topic “Why Read” will be 


discussed Wednesday afternoon, February 
23, at 4:30 P.M., E.S.T., over the NBC 
blue network service. This broadcast is 
one of a series, “Youth in a Modern 
Community,” presented by the National 
Congress of Parents and Teachers in co- 
operation with NBC. The discussion will 
be led by Julia Wright Merrill, of the 
A.L.A. Headquarters staff, in her capacity 
as chairman of library service for the 
national congress. The other partici- 
pants will be Dorothy Schumacher, 
Lane Technical High School, Chicago, 
and Thelma Yaggy, Evanston (Ill.) Pub- 
lic Library. 








Library Gifts Discussion 


PONSORED by the Special Mem- 
bership Committee, a luncheon meeting 
was held on Wednesday, December 29, at 
the Palmer House to consider next steps 
in enlisting financial support, through sup- 
porting memberships, gifts, and bequests, 
for the A. L. A. and for libraries. 

L. Elsa Loeber, librarian of the Cham- 
ber of Commerce of the State of New 
York and chairman of the Special Mem- 
bership Committee, presided. Invited to 
address committee members and guests 
were two laymen with experience in fund- 
raising for educational purposes, Guy E. 
Reed, vice president of the Harris Trust 
and Savings Bank and one of the A. L. A. 
trustees of endowment funds, and Thomas 
A. Gonser, assistant to the president of 
Northwestern University in charge of its 
Development Program. Guests of honor 
were Dr. Herbert Putnam, of the Library 
of Congress; President Ebersole, of Mari- 
etta College, Marietta, Ohio, and Charles 
C. Dawes, of Chicago. 

Miss Loeber summed up briefly the 
work of the committee to date which has 
been mainly concerned with getting and 
keeping $100 sustaining and $25 contribut- 
ing memberships on an annual basis. She 
indicated that the committee would like to 
direct its efforts toward gifts for endow- 
ment on a more permanent basis. Specifi- 
cally she suggested as next steps in the 
committee’s work the following: 

1. Encouragement of bequests and memo- 
rial gifts 

2. An endeavor to secure principal gifts 
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of $2,000 or $500, the annual income from 
which would be equivalent to sustaining or 
contributing membership dues without the 
necessity for annual expenditure to secure 
renewals 

3. Gifts for special purposes from founda- 
tions or individuals 

4. Gifts from corporations wishing to 
avail themselves of tax reduction under the 
gift deduction provided by law 

5. Efforts to inform trust companies and 
lawyers more fully about library needs 


First StePp TO MAKE FRIENDS 


Mr. Reed stressed the need for a more 
widespread and aggressive effort to make 
friends for libraries in advance of any at- 
tempt to secure gifts. He approved the 
idea of a National Library Week to se- 
cure attention for library needs and par- 
ticularly the joint sponsorship with groups 
like the junior chambers of commerce. 
The Association’s friends and patrons must 
be recruited, he declared, after interest has 
been created locally in library service of a 
more tangible nature. There is a new 
tendency, he pointed out, to take estates 
out of the higher brackets of taxation 
through gifts to tax-free institutions and 
organizations. 

Mr. Gonser spoke of the difficulty en- 
countered in the establishment of an alum- 
ni fund at Northwestern University but 
told how it had since proved a great asset 
to the institution not only because of its 
financial contribution but because, when 
people contribute financially to a cause, 
their solicitude for the success of that cause 
becomes more intensified than before. 
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I N A TOWN in Scotland there was erected many years ago a beautiful 
arch of stone. The inscription on the arch—and an arch, like a public 
building should always have an inscription—was this: 


EN OE ona iiviveaens in his lifetime.” 


Many ancther has offered a gift of beauty to a community; but this man 
had three memorable qualities. 


First, he was not a rich man, making a gift, but a man of moderate means. 
Second, he was as eager to share what he had as a rich man might be. 
Third, he was not a man making a gift after his death. He had made 
his gift in the course of his lifetime. 


It is many years since this man’s act was celebrated. Perhaps one does 
not recall his name. But no one who ever saw that arch, or heard its 
inscription quoted, could forget it: ‘““Erected in his lifetime.” 


There was a Scotchman in America who had the same idea, and who 
erected thousands of libraries “in his lifetime.” Andrew Carnegie’s 
benefactions were unique but his spirit, like that of the giver of the arch, 
may be widespread. Few can make large gifts, but many can make some 
gift, and in their own lifetimes. 
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One SEES a name above the door of memorial library—perhaps the 
name of a child. How sad that little boy or little girl had to die before 
the gift could be made! 





Why not “in his lifetime?” 


The land should be covered with gifts—and no gift is more living than 
a library—erected and bestowed in the lifetime of the one in whose name 
itis given. Especially in the name ofachild. And if nota library, then 
a single book room—a continuing fund for the replenishment of one 
roomful of books—a children’s book room, or whatever. A man or 
woman need have but moderate means to decree a room bearing above 
the door a name, and given and endowed in the lifetime of the donor and 
of the one whose name is inscribed there. 


These miracles of mental seed time and harvest lie within the reach of 
many and many a one who might thus plant—in his lifetime. 
{Reprints in attractive leaflet form of Zona Gale’s appeal for memorial gifts, “In His Lifetime” 


, will be made available if demand warrants. Write A. L. A. Special Membership Division, 520 North 
Michigan Avenue, Chicago, if you are interested, noting number of copies you could use.—Eb.] 
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Adult Education Board News 


CBS To Launch New Series 


Tue Columbia Broadcasting System 
announces the formation of an Adult Edu- 
cation Board under whose guidance it will 
launch early in 1938 a series of educational 
programs in evening hours definitely re- 
served for that purpose. The board, 
headed by Lyman Bryson, and composed 
of educators and publicists representative 
of the nation as a whole, met in New York 
on January 17 and 18. 

A series of dramatic studies, “America 
at Work,” radio portraits employing to 
the full the average American’s curiosity 
in what his neighbor is doing; a series of 
half-hour evening programs dramatizing 
the processes of learning; and the con- 
tinuous use of evening periods withdrawn 
from the commercial schedule and reserved 
for experimental broadcasts in the educa- 
tional field were recommended by the 
board. It was decided to establish an 
executive committee in New York City 
to assist Columbia in persuading outstand- 
ing personalities, distinguished for their 
intellectual achievements—individuals sel- 
dom heard on the air—to participate in 
the programs. 

Members of the board in addition to 
Mr. Bryson are: 

Stringfellow Barr, president, St. John’s 
College; William Benton, vice president, 
University of Chicago; Harry Woodburn 
Chase, chancellor, New York University; 
Robert I. Gannon, president, Fordham Uni- 
versitv; Alvin S. Johnson, director, New 
School for Social Research; Henry R. Luce, 
president, Time, Inc.; Ruth Bryan Rohde, 
former United States minister to Denmark; 
T. V. Smith, professor of philosophy, Uni- 
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versity of Chicago; George Edgar Vincent, 
former president, Rockefeller Foundation; 
William Allen White, editor, Emporia Ga- 
zette; Ray Lyman Wilbur, president, Le- 
land Stanford University; and Joseph H. 
Willits, dean, Wharton School of Finance, 
University of Pennsylvania. 


Washington Adds Field Workers 
Tue District of Columbia Public Li- 


brary announces additions to an already 
notable staff organization for adult educa- 
tion—a consultant in adult education and 
a codrdinator of adult service. For a num- 
ber of years, its readers’ advisory service 
has permeated the system. It has a corps 
of twenty advisers, with representatives 
in each subject division and major branch 
rather than in a separate advisory depart- 
ment. Mrs. Helen T. Steinbarger, one of 
the pioneers in branch library advisory 
work, now becomes consultant in adult 
education, with an office in the cen- 
tral building. She is essentially a field 
worker or liaison officer to discover the 
reading needs of the various adult groups, 
introduce the library and work out the 
necessary service schemes with the advisers 
and library officers. The work of the 
codrdinator of adult service, Emma Hance, 
is to assist advisers and heads of depart- 
ments and branches in the provision of 
more uniformly effective service to adults 
within the system. [Illustrations of the 
work of the consultant are: talks on books 
and library resources to night schools, com- 
munity centers, fraternal organizations, 
luncheon clubs, etc., and an arrangement 
with a local teacher working for a doc- 


_ ce w 5 i 


Ad co ” wee 6G 








ADULT EDUCATION BOARD NEWS 113 


torate to administer diagnostic tests of 
reading ability to any adult patrons or staff 
members wishing to remedy reading difh- 
culties or, in the case of the staff, to be- 
come familiar with the procedures and so 
be of greater aid as reading advisers. 


New Texas Committee 


Tue Texas Library Association has 
recently appointed an Adult Education 
Committee of six to wrestle with the prob- 
lem of relating libraries more effectively to 
today’s adult education movement, “one of 
the most important things in our nation 
today,” to quote the committee’s chairman, 
Lillie Hostetler, of the Deaf Smith 
County Library. 


Pamphlets for Parents Needed 


Tue Joint Committee on Parent 
Education of the National Council of 
Parent Education and the American Li- 
brary Association, following a decision at 
itt New York meeting, has issued a 
memorandum emphasizing the dearth and 
great need of reading material for parents 
of limited education, and proposing a con- 
certed effort to promote the production of 
such materials. Consultation with parent 
education workers produced the following 
list of fields in which material is needed, 
somewhat in the order of urgency: (1) 
biology, (2) nutrition, (3) consumer eco- 
nomics, (4) psychology, (5) mental hy- 
giene, (6) public health, (7) sociology of 
the family, (8) home equipment and dec- 
oration. 

Small pamphlets on single phases of 
subjects are considered more suitable than 
complete treatises. "The committee also 
is considering ways and means of col- 
lecting experience for a proposed study of 


methods and needs in library parent educa- 
tion service. 


Beaumont Appoints Adviser 
Lasr March the Tyrrell Public Li- 


brary of Beaumont, Texas, began an ad- 
visory service with its regular staff on an 
informal part-time basis with the definite 
purpose of growing into a regular advisory 
service slowly and gradually. After sev- 
eral months of experimentation, the service 
is announced with Lora French Culpepper 
in charge. 


Have You Seen? 


The Selection of Books for Adult Study 
Groups, by Margaret Charters Lyon. 
Bureau of Publications, Teachers College, 
Columbia University. Contributions to Edu- 
cation No. 696. 1937. 230p. $2.35. 

The Role of the Library in Adult Educa- 
tion, Louis R. Wilson, ed. Papers presented 
before the Library Institute at the Univer- 
sity of Chicago, August 2 to 13, 1937. Uni- 
versity of Chicago Press, 1937. 321p. $2. 

Contains a number of important contributions by 
authorities in several fields. The introduction by 
Dean Wilson is especially noteworthy. 

Democracy: a Reading List, by Benson 
Y. Landis. Association Press, 1937. 11p. 
10 cents. 

Library Service in the Camps, by Harmon 
J. Chamberlain. School Life 23:85, 90, 
November, 1937. 


Rural Forums and Reading 


Tue United States Department of 
Agriculture has issued nine new pamphlets 
in its “discussion series” to aid the thou- 
sands of informal discussion groups in 
rural areas. All of these provide material 
useful to libraries on the economic prob- 
lems of the farmer and give lists of ma- 
terials to which participants are referred 
for further reading. 
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Using A. L. A. Statistics 


By PAUL NORTH RICE 
Chairman, A. L. A. Board on Salaries, Staff, and Tenure 


N THIS issue of the Bulletin there are 
presented four tables of general and salary 
statistics—for college and university li- 
braries, for small college libraries, for 
teachers college and normal school li- 
braries, and for junior and senior high 
school libraries. These tables were com- 
piled by the A. L. A. Headquarters staff 
under the joint sponsorship of the A. L. A. 
Board on Salaries, Staff, and Tenure, the 
College Library Advisory Board, and the 
Board on Library Service to Children and 
Young People. They are commended to 
the attention of all administrators of school 
and college libraries. Incomplete as they 
are, there is much information that may 
be gained by an intelligent study of them. 


It’s UP TO THE ADMINISTRATORS! 
The Board on Salaries, Staff, and 


Tenure believes that while many uses 
may be made of the tables, the most im- 
portant use will undoubtedly be to furnish 
ammunition to administrators who are at- 
tempting to raise the salaries of their 
staff. Although the responsibility for 
present low library salaries rests on many 
shoulders, the board believes that the duty 
of striving to raise these salaries rests first 
and foremost on library administrators. 
It is only the fortunate administrator who 
cannot find in these tables convincing evi- 
dence that in some respects the salary scale 
in his library is unequitable and too low. 
If he compares his scale, item by item, 
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with those of the libraries which he knows 
are best serving their institutions, he should 
appreciate, and should be able to make 
his governing board appreciate, how his 
salary scale might well be changed. 

Special attention is called to the column 
covering hours of employment. A few 
years ago the 44-hour week seemed the 
goal for most libraries, and it is still the 
median, but many institutions have low- 
ered the week to 36 or 38 hours. Those 
few libraries which still have a weekly 
schedule of 44 to 48 hours could well 
make use of these tables in an attempt 
to convince their administrators of the 
tendency to decrease the working day. 

Especial attention is also called to the 
value of the figures at the foot of the 
tables, high, median, and low. These 
figures give an easy and quick means of 
comparison. Even so, however, they must 
be used with care. When it comes to dis- 
cussing purchases for books, for instance, 
a library will often include books and 
periodicals in one figure, and in that case, 
quite rightly, the figure was not used in 
securing the high figure for either books 
or periodicals. In the table of university 
statistics, the high figure for books was 
$65,122 and for periodicals $52,106, but 
Illinois and Michigan reported respectively 
a joint figure of $134,247 and $133,673. 
Both Illinois and Michigan must have 
been more than the high figure for either 
books or periodicals or both. 
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With the increasing tendency to encour- 
age the circulation of books for home use 
in college libraries, the figures for circula- 
tion will be more indicative of trends than 
heretofore. 

In the past there has been considerable 
criticism of these tables, and much of the 
criticism has been just. When the criti- 
cism is such as may lead to improvement 
in future tables, it is welcome indeed. 
When it is a mere reiteration of difficulties 
that cannot well be overcome, it is still 
welcome, as it at least shows that some 
attention has been paid to tables that are 
difficult and expensive to assemble. 

The most frequent criticisms are: 

That the same libraries are not included 
each year and so the tables do not con- 
clusively reveal library trends. In the col- 
lege and university table this year, there 
are nine institutions that did not appear 
last year and five institutions that did ap- 
pear last year are not included this year. 
The compilers regret changes, but it is 
impossible to prevent them. In every case, 
every library that sent in a statistical re- 
port last year was again circularized this 
year. Since the furnishing of these statis- 
tics is entirely voluntary there is no way 
that the dropping of such institutions as 
the five universities which did not reply 
this year and which had replied the year be- 
fore can be prevented. The additional in- 
stitutions are, in every case, ones that the 
compilers felt would add to the usefulness 
of the list. Often they are institutions that 
have formerly been represented, but last 
year for some reason failed to make the 
return. A study of trends can be made by 
limiting the study to those institutions 
which for several consecutive years have 
been willing to make a report. Fortun- 
ately, there are many such. 

A second criticism often made is that 


much information is not reported or is re- 
ported as confidential. This is particularly 
true of the salary figures. No one appre- 
ciates the disadvantage of incomplete re- 
porting more than the compiler, but it 
must be recognized that many institutions 
will not allow the publication of salary 
figures. The junior and senior high 
schools could give such information almost 
without exception but with the normal 
schools and colleges, large and small, there 
were many cases where such information 
could not be given. When there is a col- 
lege or university rule against it, nothing 
can be done. It is particularly to be re- 
gretted when the higher salaries are 
not given, so that they may be an incen- 
tive for the raising of those that are 
lower. 

A third criticism, and the most frequent 
one, comes from a misunderstanding of 
just what is attempted in the tables. Often 
it is said that institutions varying so greatly 
as those appearing in these tables cannot 
very well be compared. This is quite true, 
but if an attempt were made to list to- 
gether only those institutions which could 
be compared it would mean a multiplicity 
of tables—a report far more complicated 
than the A. L. A. could ever prepare or 
publish. In comparing such items as cir- 
culation or book stock, it is assumed that 
two colleges of somewhat equal and similar 
student bodies, so far as the proportion of 
undergraduates to graduate students, will 
be chosen. In comparing staff salaries, the 
size of the book stock as well as the size 
of the student body should be taken into 
consideration. 

These tables are the bases to which a 
library administrator may turn for factual 
data, which, if discriminatingly selected, 
will be of great value for comparative pur- 
poses. 
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Salary Trends and Staff Welfare 


By GUY R. LYLE, Member, College Library Advisory Board 


and 


MARJORIE HOOD, Woman’s College Library, University of North Carolina 


HIS year’s introduction to the sta- 
tistical tables is dedicated to the library 
staff. The economic status of staff mem- 
bers is not simply a matter of personal 
concern; it is a factor of fundamental pro- 
fessional importance to good library serv- 
ice. We believe the Executive Board 
of the American Library Association 
should formulate a concise, forceful state- 
ment on both aspects of the economic 
question, to be sent to all chief librarians 
and college administrators. 


THREE INADEQUACIES 


Three great inadequacies have contrib- 
uted to the low salaries and ill-defined 
status of the staff assistants in college and 
university library work. The first of these 
is the failure of college executives and 
faculty members to recognize that the 
quality of the library staff is the only true 
measure of good library service. It is a 
pathetic fact that no college library in 
this country has ever had a sufficient num- 
ber of alert, professionally trained staff 
members to demonstrate what complete 
library service might mean to the success 
of the educational program. ‘The second 
is the general absence of any systematic 
classification of duties and plans of com- 
pensation. The third is the failure of 
librarians to meet “a continuous psycho- 
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logical test’? which involves on their part 
imagination, initiative, and unselfish inter- 
est in the welfare of the staff. To be sure 
the tables show a slight improvement in 
salaries this year, but they are moving 
upgrade so slowly that the chances are we 
shall be hit by another depression before 
they again reach their 1930 level. 


SALARY TRENDS 


The table on page 117 showing salary 
trends is based on data made available by 
fourteen large college and _ university 
libraries’ and printed in the A. L. A. sta- 
tistical tables for 1930-37. It has been re- 
peatedly pointed out that the tables would 
be more helpful if the same libraries were 
reported on each year and if fewer items 
were marked “confidential.” These in- 
adequacies proved a stumbling block in 
preparing our salary trends table and led 
to the decision to base the comparison on 
the average minimum and maximum salar- 
ies rather than on the more easily assem- 
bled summaries of high, median, and low 
salaries. The latter, of course, are not 
accurate for a long range comparison 
when new libraries are added and others 
do not report. The average minimum 
and maximum figures fail to reveal the 

1California, Dartmouth, Illinois, Iowa, Iowa 


State, Kansas, Michigan, Missouri, North Carolina, 
Oregon, Rochester, Syracuse, Washington, Yale. 
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very low and very high salaries but are 
more accurate for showing the general 
trend. 

Table I illustrates graphically the gene- 
ral inadequacy of all staff salaries and 


tools with which they work. Let us, 
therefore, make this year the one to study 
working conditions in our libraries on the 
basis of the information furnished in the 
salary tables. Since 1932, the A. L. A. 


TABLE I 
SALARY TRENDS 


Average 1930 1931 
Department Heads Min. 1858.46 1779.69 
Max. 2707.69 2780.31 
Catalogers Min. 1331.43 1855.14 
Max. 2079.29 2159.57 
Reference assistants Min. 1485.00 1441.54 
Max. 2005.00 1847.38 
Order assistants Min. 1385.00 1370.00 
Max. 1978.00 2086.67 
Circulation assistants Min. 1418.46 1376.67 


Max. 1742.31 1678.67 


the lack of any sound professional basis 
for arriving at a proper compensation in 
relation to the value and the responsibili- 
ties of the work performed. Order as- 
sistants, whose work necessarily involves a 
large amount of routine, receive a higher 
average maximum salary than reference 
assistants. The table should also be use- 
ful as a basis for comparison by libraries 
falling in the same financial and college 
enrollment group. Finally, it suggests a 
method for comparing salaries in other 
size groups and types of educational libra- 
ries. With more time for preparing this 
introduction, the writers could have gone 
one step farther. Salaries for library 
assistants should have a definite relation to 
the salary schedules established by colleges 
and universities for teachers. How then, 
do the teaching salary schedules of the 
institutions represented compare with the 
salaries for library assistants as reported 
in Table I? The results would be in- 
teresting—and probably depressing. 


WorkKINcG ConpiITIONS 


People are more important than the 


1932 1933 1934 1935 1936 1937 


1712.00 1620.54 1681.38 1648.00 1736.15 1753.92 
2669.08 2164.15 2197.92 2230.31 2334.69 2390.62 


1300.86 1197.14 1229.38 1246.29 1291.85 1299.07 
2025.00 1814.57 2006.69 1930.64 1927.57 1944-71 


1404.17 1297.42 1257.42 1332.23 1324.10 1310.27 
1791.08 1695.25 1695.25 1739-46 1787.50 1703.82 


1327.78 1228.11 1277.40 1212.00 1264.00 1242.58 
1968.78 1820.67 1887.50 1847.18 1748.36 1712.00 


1296.46 1133-43 1220.61 1165.92 1194.15 1258.46 
1513-92 1350.71 1534.77 1511.92 1427.76 1461.31 


statistical tables have furnished valuable 
information on working hours, vacations, 
special holidays, and sabbatical leave. It 
would be a great boon indeed if all the 
information called for in the college sta- 
tistical report form (status, sick leave, pro- 
vision for study and travel, for retirement, 
for attendance at meetings) could be inter- 
preted in these tables also. The fact that 
it is not can only mean that library policy 
on these matters has not been clearly de- 
fined or that librarians are withholding 
reports because working conditions are 
highly unsatisfactory. May we offer a 
sample. Regarding status, one university 
library reports that department heads rank 
as “administrative officers” and the pro- 
fessional staff as “unique,” with no regard 
to the rank of the teaching staff. 
Incomplete as they are, the A. L. A. 
tables still furnish sufficient data to make 
possible a comparison of some important 
factors affecting working conditions. Let 
us assume that the Woman’s College, 
Greensboro, North Carolina, wishes to 
compare its schedule of staff working hours 
and holidays with those in other compar- 
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able institutions. Enrollment, the size of 
the professional staff, and geographical 
location are factors to be considered in 
making a selection of libraries for com- 
parison in this instance. Probably the 
“type” of institution is more important 
than anything else. On the basis of the 
data furnished in the tables, it would then 
be possible to make the following compari- 
son: 
TABLE II 


WorkiInc Hours AND VACATIONS IN 
Women’s COLLEGE LIBRARIES 


Annual 
Vacations 
in Terms 
Hours of 
fn per Working Special 
Institution Week Days Holidays 
Mount Holyoke 383 36 26 
Woman’s College 38 27 21 
Vassar 384 33 6 
Smith 40 26 No 
rpt 
Goucher 42 52 9 
A. L. A. median— 
college and univer- 
sity 40 26 10 
A. L. A. median— 
small college 40 28 10 


It is evident from Table II that the 
working hours and vacations are more 
liberal in women’s colleges than in most 
institutions, and that the Woman’s Col- 
lege, at Greensboro, has provided as well 
for its staff as other women’s colleges. It 
should be kept in mind, however, that 
there are other factors of even greater 
importance than those compared in the 
table and that a satisfactory record here 
does not relieve the librarian from facing 
such vital questions as status, retirement, 
and provision for study and travel. 

A comparison of the number of hours 
of student help in small college libraries 
reporting in 1933 and again this year 
shows a considerable drop for the current 
year. No, you have not guessed it! The 


AMERICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION BULLETIN 


number of staff members remains fairly 
constant. The explanation lies elsewhere. 
During the depression years, college li- 
brary budgets were drastically curtailed 
and the student payroll was cut along 
with other items. Fortunately (or un- 
fortunately) for libraries, the worst years 
coincided with the beginning of govern- 
ment aid (1934) for college students. Li- 
braries were permitted to use FERA 
(later NYA) help for practically all types 
of clerical work. With the gradual re- 
turn to more normal times and the con- 
tinuance of government aid, college 
libraries have renewed former services and 
in most cases expanded their service to 
meet the needs of a changing curriculum. 
Since the college budget payroll for stu- 
dents has not increased proportionately 
(seven out of eleven libraries whose sta- 
tistics appear in the 1933 and 1937 tables 
show decreases ranging from 69 to 2,401 
hours), the inference is that NYA help 
has been added whenever the responsibili- 
ties of increased use and new services de- 
manded it. We tread cautiously here 
because NYA hours are not reported in 
the A. L. A. tables to buttress the asser- 
tion. Time did not permit a complete 
check-up except in one institution and 
here the figures speak for themselves. 


TABLE III 
Department Hours for Year Payroll for Year 
Main 
Circulation 
Desk 1,488 $ 372.00 (college 
budget) 
2,986 746.00 (NYA) 
Reserve 
Room 1,158 289.50 (college 
budget) 
5,246 1311.50 (NYA) 
Total 
for All 5,1894 1297.41 (college 


budget) 


10,934 2733.60 (NYA) 
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If this is true generally, as it seems to 
be, then it behooves librarians to bring 
this matter to the attention of their ad- 
ministrative officers immediately. Already 
there has been a one-third reduction in 
the amount of NYA help for this year 
and the chances are that it will drop off 


rapidly in the next few years. Librarians 
will be faced then with the problem of 
securing several thousand dollars to re- 
place NYA help for page and clerical 
work which cannot be reduced without 
curtailing service. This will be the time 
for the librarian to take his sabbatical 
leave! 
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LIBRARY 


STATISTICS FROM INSTITU- 


TIONS OF HIGHER EDUCATION 


1930-37 


A year ago Dr. B. Lamar Johnson raised 
a number of fundamental points with regard 
to the college library statistics.! Specifically, 
Johnson suggested the need for (1) discover- 
ing the use made of the statistics; (2) a 
statement concerning their principal purpose 
and if, as is generally assumed, that purpose 
is to reveal trends, to provide comparisons 
and to raise standards, the necessity for in- 
cluding a sufficiently large group of compar- 
able institutions, scientifically selected; (3) 
expanding the A. L. A. statistical service. 

It is unfortunate that, in the interim, 
nothing has been done by way of answer 
to the first two questions. The writer is in 
hearty agreement with Dr. Johnson concern- 
ing the basic importance of the points he 
raises and, especially, with his statement that 
“the interpretation of college library statis- 
tics is at present extremely dangerous, if not 
impossible.” Some further inquiry into the 
actual reasons justifying this statement may 
not be out of place in connection with the 
presentation of this year’s statistical tables. 


Why Is Mepian GIVEN? 


Statistical tables are ordinarily prepared 
in order that valid generalizations of one 
sort or another may be made from the data 
included in them. Critics of this point of 
view claim that the A. L. A. statistics are 
not intended to serve as bases for generaliza- 
tions but to present a picture which will 
help to raise the standard. If some sort 
of generalization is not a part, at least, of 
the purpose of the tables, why is the median 
figure—a statistical measure designed to say 
something about the “central tendency” of 
the group as a whole—invariably included? 





1 Johnson, B. Lamar. 
Library Statistics.” 
February, 1937. 


“A Criticism of the College 
L. Bulletin 31: 96-98, 
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Either these medians mean something or 
they do not and if they do not, we are guilty 
of direct misrepresentation. 

That this is unfortunately the case may be 
shown from the tables themselves. What do 
means and medians signify when they are 
of a small list of institutions which includes 
liberal arts colleges with about a thousand 
students along with large universities of ten 
thousand or more students; libraries of less 
than eighty thousand volumes with those 
having more than a million volumes; libra- 
ries which spend over $100,000 for books, 
periodicals, and binding with those which 
spend less than $5,000 for these purposes? 

The first thing needed, therefore, to make 
possible any real and justifiable interpreta- 
tion of library statistics is a body of reliable 
and representative data. Reliability, in the 
statistical sense, has of course nothing to do 
with accuracy of measurement or authentic- 
ity of the data; rather, it answers two re- 
lated questions: ‘‘How well do the data 
and the generalizations from them represent 
the whole group to which they apply?” and, 
“Tf an entirely new sample were chosen from 
the whole, would substantially the same re- 
sults appear?” So far as generalization is 
concerned, it is worthless to know the value 
of an average unless the answers to these two 
questions are satisfactory and have been 
proved so. 


GrowInc NEED For GRAPHIC MEDIUM 


It is strange that other social agencies 
seem to understand better than does the li- 
brary the necessity and value of statistical 
and graphical presentation of their data, not 
only in asking for support but particularly 
for checking their own effectiveness; science, 
public health, engineering, business, educa- 
tion, government, etc., all make wide use 
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of them as a means of advance. Closer study 
of and better acquaintance with library sta- 
tistics and statistical methods as applied to 
libraries, might well lead to collection by 
the A. L. A. of data more significant in 
themselves and more susceptible of convey- 
ing significant information to the public; 
this has unquestionably been the case in other 
fields of endeavor. 

Mention has already been made of two of 
the usual measures of central tendency—the 
mean and the median. ‘The mean is the 
more important and generally useful because 
it is easily understood, it lends itself to alge- 
braic treatment, and it is ordinarily more 
stable than any of the other measures under 
fluctuations of sampling. The median is, 
however, easier to calculate and is not in- 
fluenced, as is the mean, by extreme values 
at either end of the scale; for most data, 
both measures should be shown. The third 
“average,” the mode, is that value in a group 
of figures which is of most frequent occur- 
rence. While the mode is not nearly so use- 
ful as the mean or median, its use will oc- 
casionally give a more satisfactory picture 
as, for example, when what is desired is the 
most prevalent existing condition. 

In addition to measures of central ten- 
dency, interpretation of a body of data de- 
mands a knowledge of the extent to which 
the individual items tend to scatter or spread 
from one of the average values. There are 
a number of statistical measures of this 
scatter, which is sometimes called dispersion, 
variability, or deviation. The importance 
of such measures may be_ pragmatically 
demonstrated by reference to the “Books” 
column in the small college library general 
and salary statistics tables for this year and 
last. The data for last year show a range 
of $838 to $15,733 and a given median of 
$3,109; those for this year, a range of $304 
to $8,340 and a median of $3, 462. The me- 
dians are very nearly the same but when 
these two series are plotted on a graph it 
becomes apparent that in the first group the 
individual amounts cluster more closely 
around the median than they do in the 
second, and that, accordingly, the given 
average for the first set is more representa- 
tive, that is, more typical of all the values 
and hence more reliable as a measure of 


central tendency than it is for the second 
group. This indicates that some precise, 
numerical measure of the dispersion of the 
two series will be necessary if their averages 
are to be compared; the use of such meas- 
ures, especially the “quartile deviation” and 
the “standard deviation,” would make pos- 
sible highly useful comparisons of this type. 

The use of index numbers renders com- 
parable data which cannot be compared in 
other forms. One of the best, if not the 
best, of such numbers is the standard score. 
The standard score is an abstract number 
which gives the relative position of a given 
score or value in terms of distance above or 
below the mean. Consequently, standard 
scores on entirely different series may be 
compared directly. For example, suppose a 
college library has a standard score of 
+ 1.50 in operating expenditures and — 1.50 
in use. This means that the library is one 
and a half (out of a possible total of approx- 
imately three) (standard deviation) units 
above the mean of its group in expenditures 
and a similar distance below the mean of 
its group in use. The significance of such 
figures will be seen at once to be very great. 
Needless to say, the librarian of this library 
will do well to scrutinize the library’s ac- 
tivities or seek reasons for the discrepancy 
before asking for an increased appropriation. 
On the other hand, if the scores were re- 
versed, he would be able to come before his 
president with a talking point of some 
weight. 


No REASON FOR Mystery 


The study of relationships is fundamental 
in science and is generally so recognized. 
It is unfortunate and difficult to understand, 
therefore, why a mystery is so frequently 
made of statistical correlation which, as an 
objective method of measuring relationships, 
is vital in the scientific treatment of most 
social data. There are a number of methods 
for correlating two variables, such as sala- 
ries and size of book collections, to deter- 
mine to what extent the two tend to be 
associated—that is, to vary together. Corre- 
lation is not limited to quantitative data, 
measurable numerically, but may also be 
used for qualitative series. 

It is perhaps unnecessary to point out the 
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uses and value of correlation but, reverting 
again to the statistics, it would be helpful to 
know the extent to which the number of 
staff members in college libraries or the 
amounts spent for books are related to the 
student body served. Such questions, which 
could be answered by correlating the vari- 
ables concerned, raise important issues. Or, 
again, what is the relation between total 
amounts of library expenditures and educa- 
tional budgets for different sizes of institu- 
tions in any given year and from year to 
year? Financial conditions today make such 
a question highly pertinent. 

Space has precluded the mention of any 
but a few of the most important and funda- 
mental of statistical concepts. A discussion 
of the use of percentiles, a percentile being 
defined as the value of any variable below 
which lie a given per cent of the total num- 
ber of cases, is beyond the limits of such a 
brief consideration as this; so likewise are 
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the methods for the classification of data and 
for their tabular and graphical presentation, 
the latter being used, of course, by librarians 
and the A. L. A. but to a degree which rep. 
resents only a fraction of their potential 
value. But the importance of these and 
other statistical concepts and_ techniques, 
which have been of necessity omitted here, 
may not be overlooked in any type of sta- 
tistical study. 

An attempt has been made to show that 
any kind of generalized interpretation of 
the present statistics is, at the very least, 
open to serious question. Since, however, 
something of the sort has been asked for, 
the paragraphs which follow are offered. It 
is to be remembered in connection with these 
“interpretations” that all statements made, 
based as they are upon the limited data be- 
fore us, are in no way to be considered valid 
for academic libraries of the country as a 
whole. 


College and University Librartes 


Thirty-seven institutions are included this 
year, as against 34 last year (and the year 
before) but 9 of these were not in last year’s 
list and 6 on the latter are not found in the 
current group. Consequently, only 28 insti- 
tutions appear in both lists. Total library 
expenditures range from $12,159 to $425,579 
with a median of $100,869, this figure being 
about $15,600 higher than last year. Other 
highs, lows, and medians are: for book ex- 
penditures, $65,122, $1,549, $17,190 (the 
median here is about $5,000 lower than last 
year); for staff salaries, $236,169, $5,035 
and $50,249 (median about $2,500 higher 
than last year); for total number of em- 
ployees in full-time equivalent, 166, 2, and 
33 (the median here is 7 higher than last 
year). 

Department head minimum and maximum 
salaries in the libraries which appeared both 


in the 1934-35 and the 1935-36 tabulations 
as given last year show a few interesting 
differences when compared with the figures 
for all 37 institutions this year: 


High Median Low 


{Minimum $2,576 $1,460 $1,058 
1934-35 {Maximum 4,500 2,162 1,440 
Minimum 2,620 1,550 960 
1935-36 race 4,500 2,296 1,515 
Minimum 2,700 1,660 720 
1936-37 ase 4,500 2,328 1,500 


If one could generalize, one would say 
that, although the median has shown a 
small, steady increase, both in the minimum 
and maximum figures, the lowest amounts 
paid to department heads are suffering a 
slight but steady decline. 


Small College Libraries 


The libraries included in the small college 
list constitute a much more homogeneous 
group than do those included in the college 
and university list. In fact, it is not unlikely 


that these institutions could be shown to be 
a reliable sample of all small college libraries 
in the country. Again, however, there is the 
difficulty arising from the fact that 10 of the 
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institutions included this year are not on last 
year’s list and 7 on the latter do not appear 
this year; only 40 libraries, therefore, appear 
on both lists. 

High, median, and low figures in several 
respects for the two years are as follows: 


1935-36 1936-37 
VOLUMES LENT FOR HOME USE 
High 62,454 40,580 
Median 17,121 16,116 
Low 3,786 3,312 
LIBRARY OPERATING EXPENDITURES 
High $57,522 $57,128 
Median 13,045 13,627 
Low 4,210 2,588 
BOOK EXPENDITURES 
High $15,733 $8,340 
Median 3,109 3,462 
Low 838 304 
STAFF SALARIES 
High $25,600 $25,700 
Median 5,517 6,528 
Low 1,800 1,190 


EMPLOYEES IN FULL-TIME EQUIVALENT 


High 123 14 
Median 32 3 9/16 
Low 1} 1¢ 


If one could consider the medians given 
above to be reliable, it could be said that, 
on the average, volumes lent for home use 
had decreased by 1,000; total library operat- 
ing expenditures had increased by nearly 
$600; amounts spent for books by about 
$350; amounts spent for salaries by about 
$1,000; and total number of employees by 
a small fraction. 

For the last fiscal year, 5 institutions re- 
port salary decreases; for the present fiscal 
year only one does so. Increases were re- 
ported for last year by 19 institutions in 
amounts varying from 2 to 44 percent. For 
this year, increases are reported by 30 
in amounts varying from “.5 to § per cent” to 
40 per cent. In both years some of the 
increases included in this count involved only 
one or two individuals. This situation, 
whether or not it is wholly representative, 
may certainly be considered an encouraging 
sign. 


Teachers Colleges and Normal Schools 


Statistics for 40 institutions are included 
this year as against 36 last year. However, 
g of the present group do not appear in last 
years list and 5 on the latter are not in- 
cluded this year, so that only 31 appear both 
years. 

The range of total library expenditures is 
from $2,572 to $29,470 with a given median 
of $9,470. The corresponding figures for 
last year are $2,503, $29,190 and $8,642. 
The slight increases are almost certainly not 
significant ones. 

Amounts being spent for books are: low, 
$86; high, $16,301; median, $2,383. The 
corresponding figures for last year are $183, 
$9,777, and $2,366. Again, the differences 
between the two years are_ probably 
Not significant, particularly as the $16,301 
high for this year is the only figure above 
$8,500. 


Total number of employees equated to a 
full-time basis show a range from one to 
93 this year as compared with one to 12 last 
year. The medians for the two years are 
24 and 3 respectively and there is a very 
slight indication that the libraries in these 
institutions are becoming somewhat more 
adequately staffed. 

In the case of teachers colleges and normal 
schools, information has likewise been col- 
lected concerning increases or reductions of 
individual staff salaries. For the present fis- 
cal year one institution reports a decrease; 
20 report increases, the maximum figure 
given being 20 per cent. In the same group 
last year, there were only seven increases 
reported. 

J. Per1am DANTON 
Sullivan Memorial Library 
Temple University 
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The statistics of junior and senior high 
school libraries, sponsored by the Board on 
Salaries, Staff, and Tenure and the Board 
on Library Service to Children and Young 
People of the American Library Association, 
are presented again this year. 

The information collected falls under ap- 
proximately the same headings as those in 
the report for last year. Eleven cities re- 
porting last year do not appear on this year’s 
compilation, while 9 cities report this year 
which did not report last year. Of the 37 
cities reporting this year, 14 are in the east, 
15 in the middle west, 3 in the west, and 
5 in the south. In the comparisons given 
below, only the 28 cities are considered which 
reported both years. 


17 Cities HAveE HicH Recorp 


The total number of students without high 
school library service remains approximately 
the same as last year. Seventeen cities 
report this year that none of their students 
are without high school library service. 
They are Chicago, Detroit, Elizabeth,* 
Evansville, Flint, Fort Worth,* Jersey City, 
Long Beach,* Minneapolis,* Newark, Pasa- 
dena, Rockford,* St. Louis,* Schenectady,* 
Spokane,* Toledo,* and Wilmington. The 
nine cities starred reported the same splendid 
situation last year. 

As would be expected, there is an increase 
shown in the number of volumes in each 
city. No city shows any change in the source 
of its funds. 


EIGHTEEN Cities Restore SALARY CUTS 

Librarians’ salaries, like those in other 
professions, seem to be gradually returning 
to pre-depression levels. Eighteen cities re- 
port that complete restoration of salary cuts 
has been made, and in the 12 places where 
salaries are still below a former peak figure, 
the median is 15 per cent below peak. 
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Total expenditures for library salaries 
show an increase in 20 cities, a decrease in 
6. The median salary paid to the chief li- 
brarian shows an increase in both minimum 
and maximum. Moreover, salaries of in- 
dividual chief librarians are reported as in- 
creased in 21 cities, the same in 19, and 
decreased in one. The highest salary re- 
ported is $4,200, as compared with $4,000 
last year. The lowest remains the same as 
last year, $540. 

The salaries in the south continue lower 
on an average than in other parts of the 
country. Four of the 5 southern cities, how- 
ever, report salary increases. Librarians are 
reported as being on teachers’ salary sched- 
ules in 31 cities, on public library schedules 
in 2, and on schedules lower than teachers 
in only 6 places. 

High-school librarians have faculty rank- 
ing in all except 2 of the cities reporting. 
Two other cities which reported last year 
that librarians did not have faculty rank 
report this year that they do. 

Thirteen of the 28 cities report having 
library supervisors, all of which had them 
last year. Five report the same salaries for 
these supervisors, 6 report an increase, and 
2 a decrease. ‘The median salary for these 
supervisors shows an increase over last year. 

Total expenditures for library purposes 
have also increased in 19 cities, while they 
have decreased in 3 others. The expenditure 
for library salaries continues, as it did last 
year, to occupy a large proportion of the 
total library expenditures, leaving a corres- 
pondingly small amount of the library budget 
to be spent for books. Although no city 
spends as much as $1 per capita for books, 
Long Beach most nearly approaches this 
figure, with $11,329 spent for books for 
12,281 pupils. 

Nine cities report some state aid for school 
libraries; 28 none at all. In 8 of these 9, 
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the amount of state aid is a very small frac- 
tion of the total expenditure. Wilmington, 
Delaware, reports their total expenditure as 
coming from the state. 

Statistics for elementary school libraries 
were collected this year for the second time, 
replies being received from 42 cities. Judg- 
ing by the varied interpretation evident in 
the responses, it will still be several years be- 
fore returns are sufficiently comparable to 
be printed. Five of the cities reported no 
elementary school libraries. Only one re- 
ports a library in each elementary school of 
the system, but 27 report some central ele- 
mentary school libraries. Supervisors for 
the elementary school libraries are reported 
in 19 cities. 

Only 10 cities report having any full-time 
trained librarians in the elementary schools. 
Surprisingly, 9 cities report having fewer 
such librarians than last year, while only 
4 places report more librarians than last 
year. The total number of full-time trained 


elementary school librarians reported has 
dropped from 184 last year to 149 this year. 
The salaries of these librarians range from 
$900 to $3,600. Salaries for teacher-libra- 
rians range from $1,036 to $2,700. 

It is difficult to interpret the elementary 
school library figures, as the questions are 
answered with great variation. Perhaps the 
elementary school library personnel are not 
as accustomed to answering questionnaires 
as are the high school people. The small 
number of trained elementary school libra- 
rians accounts in a large degree for the lack 
of uniformity in the answers, as many of 
the questionnaires were undoubtedly filled 
out by school administrators who are not as 
familiar with library terminology as are li- 
brarians. From the information received in 
the reports, however, it is evident that the 
elementary school libraries need much im- 
provement before they can adequately serve 
the schools. 

Lois SHORTESS 


College and School Library Statistics 


Summary 


Total Ex- 
nditures 
t Fiscal 


Year for Library Library Number of 
Student Colleges, Operating Salary Employees 


Enroll- Universi- Expend- Expend- in Full- 
ment ties, Nor- itures itures Time Salary of Salary of 
as of mal Schools Last Last Equivalent Professional Subprofessional 
November and High Fiscal Fiscal Profes- Salary of Assistants® Assistants 
1, 1936 Schools Year Year Total sional Librarian Min. Max. Min. Max. 
a | High 12,6061 8,955,638 425,579 236,169 126 77 10,000 5250 4500 1400 1800 
an Median 342941 1,880,662 100,869 40,249 30 19 4290 dake the 1006 1320 
University | Low 1063! 377,972 12,159 5035 2 2 1615 600 714 480 720 
Small | High 975! 976,756 57,128 25,700 14 12 5400 3400 2340 1300 1500 
College Median 5911 291,910 13,627 6528 3r6 3 2307 eee sae 700 960 
} Low 2921 108 , 802 2588 1190 1} 1 900 660 900 420 660 
Teachers 
College |r 22302 491,655 29,470 16,970 3 9} 3500 2053 2200 1636 
Median 67842 165, 1994 9470 3800 2 2 2085 ee ee 945 
Normal Low 1312 49,538 2572 1560 1 1 1540 675 1200 270 
School 
? Library 
Junior Supervisor Min.5 Max. 
and High 247,108 10,729,8504 329,122 310,822 4250 2420 4200 2225 3200 960 1800 
Senior Median 13,6718 1,358,729  25,057% 17,121 3054 1468 2350 1240 1800 930 1438 
a Low 45768 412, 9954 6361 4179 2254 540 1431 590 1200 675 855 


1 Excludes graduate students 
2 Includes graduate students 


3 Total enrollment in city in high schools to whom library service is available 
4 Total expenditures for junior and senior high schools in various cities 


any one classification it is included in the minimum column 


inimum’ and’ maximum paid high school librarians in various cities ; . 
6 Includes associate or assistant chief librarians, department heads, and professional assistants; where only one salary is shown for 
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College and University Library General and Salary Statistics 


Hours per Week Required 
of Each Full-time 
Staff Member 

Subpro- 


Annual Vacation 


Number of Days Allowed with Pay 


Subpro- 
fessional fessional 
Profes- and Profes- and Profes- 
Library sional Clerical sional lerical sional 
Ric cccaneanctancee 39 26 10 
Nad ox ustainin wee asec 42 a 30 re 5 
California (Berkeley). .... 41 41 26 12 & 189 7 
DE cuiaiccaaarindans 40 40 24 24 12 
ee 41 41 24 24 11 
ME ot adds ceendanss 39! 391 30 os me 
Colorado State........... 42 23 354 
Dartmouth ........c0css0 39 39 22 22 18 
Ee err 404 26 - 27 
ES ie ers 394 39} 26 26 10 
SN ans cnnadtnes ediore 39 44 26 26 6 
a RE ee 40 40 24 12 & 2410 6 
EEL OTe 43 43 26 12 & 261 8 
MGS ch svriice tomena-anare 40 40 26 26 7 
Is a6. 4, a, date oni 39 — 26 oe 5 
SN 2.05 daw cmasne 39 39 31 31 7 
ie cnbeestanne 42 42 26 26 1 
MEL 50 casdewicceses 39 396 6, 12, 18 & 248 6, 12, 18 & 248 13 
North Carolina.......... 40 40 31 31 21 
North Dakota........... 38 26 84 
Dc whiccccnsécce a 2 i ae oa 
a ee 40 40 27 27 oa 
Cree GAMES... <0 80000 41 = 26 & 27 i 9 
Pennsylvania............ 3938 39% 26 13 134 
Pennsylvania State....... 40 40 273 274 12 
0 ere 40 427 28 12 nae 
DE, * vaddok cane 38 38 31 aa 12 
cick cpisieenaee 404 404 25 11 & 252 6 
a 56666 a.bi6aeitiass 40 26 gs ae 
Southern Methodist... ... 414 41} 18 18 10-15 
PR i Sakcnecienenke 40 40 26 26 11 
I acatéhsnsadsasins 39 39 12 12 11 
NN cdi decra kinase aden 384 384 33 15} & 333 6 
Washington (Seattle). .... 40 41 11 11 7 
| EE RRC 365 365 None 0 & 21" 35 
WD iciccécccekacce oom 2 2 ose wat 
ME camccncseauiascannsc 404 404 26 12 & 26 5 
re 43 44 33 33 354 
Ns Sticaaciedne de 40 40 26 22 10 
Be cen skascseese 36 36 0 0 1 


1 In summer 36 

2 Not reported 

3 In summer 334 

4 In summer 37 

5 In summer 30 

6 In summer 35 

7 In summer 40 

8 After 3 months in service 6 days; 6 months, 12 days; 2 years, 

18 days; 3 years or over, 24 days 

9 After 10 years in service 18 days; otherwise 12 days 

10 Subprofessional 24; clerical 12 


11 Subprofessional 26; clerical 12 
12 Subprofessional 25; clerical 11 
13 Subprofessional 33; clerical 154 
14 Subprofessional none; clerical 21 
15 Subprofessional none; clerical 6 
16 All professional staff 

17 Without pay 


18 Librarian, assistant librarian, and department heads if thereis 


no extra expense to the institution 


19 Librarian and assistant librarian 


130 


As: 


Special Holidays 


Subpro- 

fessional 
and 

Clerical 


Sabbatical 
Leave 


None 
Librarian 
Librarian” 


None 


Director 
None 
None 


Small College library General and Salary Statistics 


lege or Uni- 


Total Col- 
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DEFINITIONS 


Faculty Members 


1. “Faculty members” includes instruc- 
tional and research staff, chief administra- 
tive officers, and professional library staff. 


Administrative Office Assistant 


2. An administrative office assistant is 
a person such as the business manager or 
secretary to the chief librarian or director 
who performs work of a highly specialized 
nature but not that requiring training and 
skill in the theoretical or scientific parts of 
library work. 

Formal education or experience equivalent 
to that required of such workers in a large 
business organization should be considered 
as prerequisite. 


Department Head 


3. A department head is a member of the 
professional staff directly responsible to the 
chief librarian or director, associate or as- 
sistant chief librarian and in charge of a 
major division of the library organization 
which has its own staff and definite responsi- 
bilities. (Salaries of an associate or assist- 
ant chief librarian serving as department 
head should not be included here.) 

The department head must meet the quali- 


fications of a professional assistant as defined 
in Definition 4. 


Professional Assistant 


4. A professional assistant is a member 
of the professional staff performing work of 
a professional grade which requires train- 
ing and skill in the theoretical or scientific 
parts of library work as distinct from its 
merely mechanical parts, and includes all 
the professional staff except the chief li- 
brarian or director, associate or assistant 
chief librarian, department heads, division 
heads, and heads of school, college, depart- 
mental, seminar, and laboratory school li- 
braries. 

To be classed as a professional assistant, 
the person should have: 

a. At least a bachelor’s degree which in- 
cludes one year of professional education in 
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the four years which lead to the bachelor’s 
degree; or 

b. An informal education considered by 
the librarian as the real equivalent of four 
years of college work plus five years’ experi- 
ence in a library of recognized professional 
standing. (This provision is to take care of 
those already in the profession who are per- 
forming duties which require a knowledge 
of books and library technique as taught in 
a library school.) 


Subprofessional Assistant 


5. A subprofessional assistant is a person 
who performs under the immediate super- 
vision of professional staff members, work 
largely concerned with the higher routine 
processes which are peculiar to library work 
and which require some knowledge of library 
procedure. (No assistant paid on an hourly 
basis should be included here.) 

A subprofessional assistant should have 
had at least brief elementary training in li- 
brary work as taught in a library summer 
session or a training class. 


Clerical Assistant 


6. A clerical assistant is a person such as 
a typist, etc., who performs, under immediate 
supervision, processes which may require ex- 
perience, speed, accuracy, and clerical abil- 
ity of a high order but do not require 
knowledge of the theoretical or scientific 
aspects of library work. 

High school graduation is presupposed for 
this classification. 


Others 


7. “Others” includes those devoting either 
full or part-time to the most simple clerical 
or manual tasks which involve no responsi- 
bility or independent judgment. (This work 
is usually performed by pages, shelvers, and 
beginning workers.) 


Student Assistant 


8. A student assistant is a student paid 
on an hourly basis, directly from the library 
budget, working in the library in any capacity 
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except in janitorial service. (All student 
assistants on an hourly basis should be in- 
cluded here and in no case should they be 
entered elsewhere.) 


Supervisor of School Libraries 


9g. A supervisor of school libraries is a 
person directly responsible to the superin- 
tendent of schools, an associate or assistant 
superintendent of schools, the librarian of 
the public library, or jointly to the school 
and public library administrations, who de- 
votes entire time to school libraries. Such 
a supervisor directs either all school libraries 
in the system or all those in one type of 
schools—as senior high schools. 

A supervisor must meet the qualifications 
of a professional assistant as defined in 
Definition 4. 


Chief Librarian in High School Libraries 


10. A chief librarian in a junior or senior 
high school is a member of the school faculty 
devoting full time to work in a high school 
library. 

A chief librarian must meet the qualifica- 
tions of a professional assistant as defined in 
Definition 4. 


School or College Library in a University 


11. A school or college library, in a univer- 
sity system, is a collection of books related 
to the work of the particular school or col- 
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lege and administered either separately or as 
a part of the university library. (Include 
group libraries such as biological sciences 
and social sciences here.) 


Departmental or Seminar Library 


12. A departmental or seminar library js 
a collection attached to a department of 
instruction which forms a part of a college 
administration. Such a collection may be 


housed either within or without the central 
building. 


High School Tables 


13. High school tables include only those 
libraries having school librarians devoting 
full time to work in a junior or senior high 
school library. They do not include libraries 
having teacher-librarians, librarians of the 
public library staff who serve both schools 
and public in branch libraries located in 
school buildings, librarians who give part- 
time service to school libraries conducted as 
sub-branches, stations, or deposits of the 
public library or members of the public li- 
brary staff who work with schools but do 
not serve students directly in school libraries. 


Vacations and Special Holidays 


14. “Vacations” and “special holidays” are 
estimated in number of working days. “Spe- 
cial holidays” include Christmas and Easter 
vacations, legal holidays, etc. 


>> * KE 
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A. L. A. NEWS 





Your Suggestions Are Invited 


AppROXIMATELY one out of every 
thirty members of the American Library 
Association now serves on an A. L. A. 
committee or board. Five hundred indi- 
viduals are serving on more than one com- 
mittee, primarily because these members 
may be definitely counted upon for con- 
tinuous enthusiasm and effort. 

A sincere attempt is made each year to 
secure new talent for committees. Junior 
members and library trustees and able 
members who have not served before on 
national committees are asked to accept 
committee service. In many instances, no 
fewer than seven members have refused 
an invitation to serve on a committee 
because each realized that he could not 
give adequate time or stenographic aid to 
the committee activities. 

In an effort to distribute more widely 
the responsibilities of constructive mem- 
bership on committees, the Executive 
Board and the secretary, through a Com- 
mittee on Committee Appointments, now 
urge you to recommend men and women 
qualified by training and experience to 
serve on particular committees. If you 
will be explicit about both the individual 
and the committee on which he could best 
serve, you will materially aid this en- 
deavor. Please address your suggestions 
directly to the chairman of the Committee 
on Committee Appointments, Margery 
Quigley, Public Library, Montclair, New 
Jersey. 

A list of the various committees and 
boards is given on pages H-17 to H-32 of 


141 


<a 


the 1937 Handbook. Membership in the 
American Library Association is of course 
a prerequisite to eligibility to serve on its 
committees. 

MILTON JAMES FERGUSON 

President Elect 

Marcery QuiG Ley, Chairman 

Committee on Committee Appointments 


Executive Board Action 


Executive Board action at its mid- 
winter meetings in Chicago, December 27 
to 30, which has not been reported else- 
where, included: 


NEEDs oF Civit SERVICE APPLICANTS 


A need for books for civil service candi- 
dates having been called to the board’s 
attention, appointment of a committee of 
three on relations with publishers was 
authorized. The duties of this committee 
will include an investigation of this re- 
ported need in connection with local, state, 
and national civil service examinations, 
with special attention to new fields such 
as social service; negotiations with pub- 
lishers ; and consideration of ways in which 
the American Library Association may as- 
semble and send to publishers suggestions 
from librarians as to books which are 
needed. 

Vote oF THANKS 


A vote of thanks was given the General 
Education Board for extending the time 
of the appropriation for codperative cata- 
loging service for two years, or until the 
end of December, 1939. 
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LisprRARY LITERATURE IN TRANSLATION 


Five representatives of the American 
Library Association are to be appointed 
by President Harrison W. Craver to serve 
with representatives of the American Li- 
brary Institute and the Bibliographical 
Society of America as the American section 
of a joint Anglo-American committee to 
codperate with a corresponding British 
section in investigating and reporting upon 
a proposed regular publication of Eng- 
lish translations of selected continental 
literature. 

It has been pointed out that European 
librarians have produced and are produc- 
ing valuable studies in librarianship, par- 
ticularly in its humanistic aspects, which 


are not being duplicated or paralleled in 
English. 


GRANTS FROM CARNEGIE CORPORATION 


A grant of $4,850 from the Carnegie 
Corporation of New York toward publica- 
tion of a supplement to the List of Books 
for College Libraries; a grant of $2,500 
toward the Sarah C. N. Bogle Memorial 
Fund; and $9,000 for library fellowships 
in the United States and Canada in 
1938-39, were acknowledged with appre- 
ciation by the board. 

Although not an Association project, the 
board also expressed its thanks to the cor- 
poration for its recent grant of $25,000 
on behalf of the American Library in 
Paris. 

Charles B. Shaw, of Swarthmore Col- 
lege Library, who compiled the original 
List of Books for College Libraries in 
1931, has been invited to take charge of 
preparing the supplement. 


PROVISIONS FOR STAFF WELFARE 


Provisions for illness and vacations of 
the A. L. A. Headquarters staff were 
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drafted by a committee of the staff and 
accepted by the board. As headquarters 
has features of both a business and a lj- 
brary organization, progressive practice in 
both fields was considered in drawing up 
the recommendations. Sick leave allow- 
ance with pay is based on a graduated 
schedule depending on length of service, 
The annual vacation period for profes- 
sional staff members is fixed at twenty-six 
working days; the allowance for the cleri- 
cal staff, twelve working days with one 
additional working day for each one year 
of service beginning with the sixth year of 
service up to a total of eighteen working 
days. 


FRIENDS OF LIBRARIES COMMITTEE 

The request to change the name of the 
Special Membership Committee to Friends 
of Libraries Committee was approved. 


InporsE NEw PvuBLICATIONS 
The Geography of Reading, by Louis 


R. Wilson, received formal indorsement by 
the board and is to be issued as a joint 
publication of the University of Chicago 
Press and the A. L. A. Resources of 
Southern Libraries, by Robert Bingham 
Downs, the final report of the work done 
under a grant from the Rockefeller 
Foundation, was likewise approved. 
Among other manuscripts accepted for 
publication were the Index to Readers and 
Primers, prepared by Eloise Rue, Evanston 
(Ill.) Public Library, and Inexpensive 
Books for Boys and Girls, the second edi- 
tion of a list prepared by the Book Evalua- 
tion Committee of the Section for Library 


Work with Children. 


1938 MipwinTer MEETING 


The Drake Hotel has been selected as 
headquarters for the 1938 Midwinter 
conference, to be held December 27 to 30. 
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Officers Elected at Midwinter 


AMonc new officers elected at mid- 
winter are: 


Librarians of Large Public Libraries, Pro- 
gram Committee: Chairman, Clara Wells 
Herbert, Public Library of the District of 
Columbia, Washington; Nell Unger, Li- 
brary Association of Portland, Oregon. 

University and Reference Librarians: 
Chairman, A. F. Kuhlman, Joint University 
Libraries, Nashville, Tennessee; secretary, 
Gilbert Doane, University of Wisconsin Li- 
brary, Madison; past chairman, Thomas P. 
Fleming Medical Library, Columbia Univer- 
sity, New York City. 


Library Surveys Multiply 


Turee public library boards recently 
called on the American Library Associa- 
tion for official surveys of their libraries 
with a view to determining immediate 
needs and long-time programs. For Fort 
Worth, Texas, John A. Lowe, chairman 
of the A. L. A. Committee on Library 
Architecture and Building Planning, 
acted as surveyor, since planning of the 
library building was involved. Forrest 
B. Spaulding made a survey of the Lincoln 
(Neb.) Public Library, and Milton J. 
Ferguson is surveying the 
(N.H.) Public Library. 

According to action of the A. L. A. 
Executive Board, official surveys are un- 
dertaken only upon formal request from an 
oficial source, such as the library board, 
city council, or city manager, with the offer 
of expenses and an honorarium, and the 
promise to give publicity to the findings. 
The President and secretary of the 
A. L. A. are authorized to accept such an 
invitation and choose a surveyor. 

A survey of the Fort Wayne (Ind.) 
Public Library was made by Carl Vitz by 
direct invitation of the Fort Wayne Li- 


Concord 
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brary Board. The province of Nova 
Scotia was surveyed by Nora Bateson, who 
had recently developed provincial and re- 
gional library service in Prince Edward 
Island. 

An intensive survey of the Chicago 
Public Library by the Graduate Library 
School has been authorized by the librarian 
and board of trustees of the Chicago Pub- 
lic Library. It is intended that the survey 
shall deal particularly with the general 
administration of the library, problems of 
personnel as affected by the application of 
civil service, and the service of the library 
in general to the public. The survey will 
be directed by Carleton B. Joeckel who 
will be assisted by Leon Carnovsky, cer- 
tain students in the Graduate Library 
School, and investigators drawn from 
other sources. The survey is made possi- 
ble by a grant of $10,000 from the Car- 
negie Corporation. The survey will 
occupy the year 1938 and the findings will 
be published. 


Miss Batchelder Heads Division 


Due To Miss Van Cleve’s continued 
illness, Mildred L. Batchelder (who with 
Miss Van Cleve had divided her time be- 
tween the Booklist and the School and 
Children’s Library Division) has now 
been assigned to the division on a full-time 
basis and made its chief. 


FFA 


An Offer 


A compLete set of the A. L. A. 
Bulletin, bound in half leather, has been 
offered to any institution which wishes to 
pay the binding cost—sixty cents per 
volume. Address request to the editor of 
the Bulletin, A. L. A. Headquarters. 
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Midwinter Council Meetings 


The first session of the Council of the 
American Library Association was held at 
the Palmer House in Chicago, December 
28, 1937, with Harrison W. Craver presid- 
ing. 

President Craver read a telegram of 
greeting from James C. Baxter of the 
American Association of Law Libraries, and 
a few words of greeting were spoken by 
Charles C. Williamson for the Association of 
Research Libraries, Constance Bement for 
the League of Library Commissions, Paul 
A. T. Noon for the National Association of 
State Libraries, and Lucile L. Keck for the 
Special Libraries Association. 

Dorothy Reeder, director of the American 
Library in Paris, announced that the Car- 
negie Corporation of New York had made 
a grant of $25,000 to help build up the book 
collection of that library. 

Herbert Putnam, librarian of Congress, 
was introduced and spoke briefly, referring 
to the days when he constituted the entire 
staff of the Minneapolis Athenaeum. 


FEDERAL RELATIONS 


The report of the Federal Relations Com- 
mittee, made by Carleton B. Joeckel, chair- 
man; the remarks of Ralph M. Dunbar, 
chief of the Library Service Division in the 
Office of Education; and Dr. Putnam’s wel- 
come to Mr. Dunbar, at the second Council 
session, are given on pages 73-77 of this 
Bulletin. Mr. Dunbar introduced Edith 
Gantt, specialist in public libraries in the 
new division. Nora Beust, specialist in 
school libraries, was unable to be present. 


BooKBINDING SPECIFICATIONS 

Upon the motion of Earl W. Browning, 
the Council voted to concur in the action of 
the Bookbinding Committee thus far in its 
work on revision of binding specifications. 
(Mimeographed copies of the recommenda- 
tions had been distributed to the Council, 
and are available at A. L. A. Headquarters 
on request.) When the revision has been 





144 


completed, the revised binding specifications 
will be submitted in final form for approval 
by the Council. 

A. F. Kuhlman suggested that in connec- 
tion with the manual on specifications for 
binding it would be very helpful to have 
exhibits of the different types of binding, 


AWARDS 


A report of the Committee on Awards, J. 
Periam Danton, chairman, was read by Wil- 
liam H. Clift. Louise Prouty reported that 
the Executive Board recommended that the 
final clause of paragraph two, which read: 
“that the White award be given for notable 
published writing, professional or otherwise,” 
be amended to read: “that the White award 
be given for notable published professional 
writing.” 

In the discussion which followed, Carl M. 
White spoke for the original wording, but 
the amendment was adopted and the recom- 
mendations were approved as follows, sub- 
ject to the concurrence of the donors: 

“W hereas: Offers of awards have recently 
been made to the American Library Associa- 
tion by Mr. Joseph W. Lippincott and Mr. 
James T. White, the committee expresses 
deep appreciation for the motives which have 
inspired these offers. After full considera- 
tion of the two proposed awards the com- 
mittee recommends: 

“1. That both of them be accepted for a 
trial period not to exceed three awards, when 
it is recommended that the entire question 
of awards be again considered. 

“2. That the awards be restricted to mem- 
bers of the American Library Association 
actively engaged in library work, with pref- 
erential consideration being given to younger 
librarians; that the Lippincott Award be 
given for notable professional achievement in 
any field of library activity; that the White 
Award be given for notable published pro- 
fessional writing. 

“3. That since Mr. Lippincott’s offer in- 
cludes a monetary award, the other part may 
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well be a certificate, rather than a medal or 
a plaque. 

“4, That the two awards bear the names 
proposed by their donors, the Joseph W. 
Lippincott Award and the James Terry 
White Award. 

“s. That awards be given at the annual 
conference for the period closing at the time 
of the second preceding annual conference. 

“6. That awards be not divided between 
two projects, but that they may be shared by 
two or more librarians responsible for the 
same project. 

“», That the Executive Board appoint a 
jury to make the awards, which jury shall 
be sufficiently large to include representatives 
from the various fields of library activity, 
such as the college, university, school, public 
and special library fields. 

“8. That the jury be authorized to make 
no award in any given year when, in its opin- 
ion, no sufficiently outstanding achievement 
is brought to its attention. 

“g. That personal applications for awards 
be not accepted by the jury.” 


COMMITTEE ON COMMITTEES 


Clarence B. Lester, chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Committees, reported that his 
committee recommended amendment of the 
statement of function of the Committee on 
Activities to read as follows: 

“To conduct a periodic scrutiny of the 
Association activities, not less frequently 
than once in every six years, such scrutiny 
to include as complete consideration of the 
organization of the Association and of its 


methods and procedure, and of the effective- 
ness and results of the various activities as 
is warranted and practicable, with a view to 
suggesting to the Council possible changes of 
policy.” 

The recommendation was approved. 


Union List or SERIALS 
Donald B. Gilchrist, chairman of the Com- 


mittee on the Union List of Serials, reported 
that his committee was considering questions 
connected with the number of institutions 
whose holdings should be listed in the new 
edition of the Union List, the extent to which 
popular titles should be listed, whether or 
not odd volume listings should be omitted, 
and whether the new edition should be sold 
on a service basis or a flat rate. An attempt 
to promote the exchange of serial fragments 
between libraries had been abandoned, he 
added, because of the discouraging response 
to questionnaires. Plans are under way for 
preparation of a checking edition of the new 
list. Mr. Gilchrist declared that his com- 
mittee would welcome suggestions. 


CARNEGIE CORPORATION GRANTS 


President Craver announced that the Car- 
negie Corporation had recently contributed 
$2,500 to the Bogle Memorial Fund, had 
presented $7,000 for another year of grants- 
in-aid for the study of librarianship for stu- 
dents in the United States, and $2,000 for 
Canadians, and had made a grant of $4,850 
for a supplement to the List of Books for 


College Libraries, compiled by Charles B. 
Shaw. 


Second Session 


The second session of the Council was 
held in the Palmer House on December 29, 
President Craver presiding. 


CoLLEGE AND REFERENCE SECTION 


Charles H. Brown, chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Reorganization of the College and 
Reference Section, spoke of the need for re- 
organization in order to promote more con- 
trol, unity, and self-direction by the section 
in activities relating to college libraries. 
The Committee on Reorganization of the 


Section wishes to bring all college, university, 
and reference libraries into one group, and to 
arrange for subsections within the group. 
The section would like to appoint its own 
committees on subjects related to college and 
university library activities, to have a dis- 
tinctive name, and to be represented on the 
A. L. A. committees which deal in part with 
college and university affairs. Mr. Brown 
referred to the report of the committee, 
which was printed in the Bulletin, Septem- 
ber, 1937, pages 589-601. 
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Turrp ACTIVITIES COMMITTEE 


Speaking in his second capacity as chair- 
man of the third Activities Committee, Mr. 
Brown stated that it did not seem reason- 
able to arrange for a special dispensation for 
the College and Reference Section or to rec- 
ommend approval of these proposals at the 
present time. 

He explained that the Activities Commit- 
tee is studying not only the implications of 
this report with regard to the section, but 
a number of other proposals in connection 
with the structure and organization of the 
A. L. A. as a whole. An expanded version 
of his report was printed in the January 
Bulletin, pages 29-31. 

President Craver supported Mr. Brown’s 
request that all members of the Association 
give some thought to the problems before 
this Activities Committee. George B. Utley 
suggested that the reorganization should at- 
tempt to simplify the foundation of the 
Association and to make it broad enough to 
provide for developments of the next genera- 
tion. 


LIBRARIES IN NATIONAL PARKS 


Recommendations of the Committee on 
Libraries in National Parks, Joe Hare, 
chairman, were read by Mr. Clift, as fol- 
lows: 

“The Committee on Libraries in National 
Parks believes that there should be a library 
bureau in the National Parks Service with 
an adequate personnel of trained librarians, 
having the necessary assistants and equip- 
ment for their work. 

“And that the immediate work of the 
bureau should be: first, to take a complete 
inventory of the library materials in all of 
the national parks, such inventory providing 
incidentally the information necessary for a 
catalog of the books, periodicals, pamphlets, 
maps, etc., in the library of each park; sec- 
ond, to make a union catalog of all this 
material; third, to handle the orders for all 
purchases from each of the parks libraries. 

“And that, having done this immediate 
work of organization, the bureau should then 
make a careful survey of each of the national 
parks to determine its needs for library serv- 
ice, and, assembling these data, request the 
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federal government for an appropriation 
adequate to provide buildings, or quarters in 
existing buildings, equipment, maintenance, 
trained personnel, books, periodicals, etc. 

“The committee, therefore, proposes that 
the Council adopt the following resolution: 

“Resolved, Vhat the Committee on Fed- 
eral Relations of the American Library As- 
sociation codperate with the National Parks 
Service in securing the legislation necessary 
to provide a minimum annual appropriation 
of $25,000 for a National Parks Service Li- 
brary Bureau, to serve under the direction 
of the Branch of Research and Education of 
the National Parks Service.” 

On behalf of the Federal Relations Com- 
mittee, Mr. Joeckel moved that action on 
the proposed resolution be deferred, and that 
the matter be referred to the Executive 
Board for further consideration. He ex- 
plained that the Federal Relations Commit- 
tee supports the general proposal, but feels 
that specific action at this time is inoppor- 
tune because the director of the National 
Parks Service believes there is no chance at 
present of securing this item in the depart- 
mental budget and because the national gov- 
ernment is now studying the whole question 
of the relation of the government to educa- 
tion, including libraries. 

Mr. Joeckel’s motion was carried. 


NATIONAL LIBRARY WEEK 


Ruth E. Hammond, chairman of the Pub- 
licity Committee, presented the following 
report: 

“In April of this year, Youngstown, Ohio, 
had a Library Week, the success of which 
was due largely to the Junior Chamber of 
Commerce of Youngstown. 

“Following this experience in Youngstown, 
the National Junior Chamber of Commerce, 
at their convention in Denver last June, 
passed a resolution approving a National Li- 
brary Week as a project for Junior Cham- 
ber of Commerce organizations throughout 
the country. 

“The A. L. A. Executive Board then asked 
the A. L. A. Publicity Committee to deter- 
mine whether the membership of the Asso- 
ciation would be interested in having a 
National Library Week sponsored by the 
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A. L. A. in codperation with the Junior 
Chamber of Commerce and possibly other 
organizations. 

“A questionnaire was sent out by the Pub- 
licity Committee to three hundred librarians, 
and the replies to this questionnaire indicate 
that a definite majority of those queried 
favor a National Library Week. 

“Since it has been tentatively decided that 
this week should be celebrated in the spring, 
and since at least six months of preparation 
will be required, the committee recommends 
that such a week be planned for 1939. 

“The committee is not presenting detailed 
plans at this time. If the principle of the 
proposed National Library Week meets the 
approval of the Council, the Publicity Com- 
mittee will be glad to undertake to present 
detailed plans for its observance to be pre- 
sented to the Council at its meeting next 
June.” 

Clarence W. Sumner spoke in favor of 
indorsing the proposal, and Phineas L. Wind- 
sor moved that the Council approve the plan 
and authorize the committee to go ahead 
with the preparation of plans and the work- 
ing out of details with the Junior Chamber 
of Commerce. The motion was adopted 
after L. Elsa Loeber and Ralph Ulveling 


had also spoken in favor of the proposal. 


Un1ForRM STATISTICAL REPORT ForMS 


Mr. Dunbar moved the approval of the 
new public library statistical report form, 
prepared by the Committee on Uniform Sta- 
tistical Report Forms, which had been dis- 
tributed to the Council. (Mimeographed 
copies are available at A. L. A. Headquarters 
upon request.) 

After questions regarding census figures 
and the counting of deposit circulation, the 
proposed form was approved. 


Junior Mempers Contest 


Marie D. Loizeaux, on behalf of the 
Junior Members Round Table Contest 
Committee, announced that the Junior 
Members Round Table and the A. L. A. 
Bulletin were joint sponsors of a contest 
described in this issue of the Bulletin, page 
99. 


Selects Papers of Special Interest 


Douglas Waples, who with Margery C. 
Quigley and Herman H. Fussler, repre- 
sented the American Library Association at 
the first Documentation Congress, in Paris, 
last summer, designates the following papers 
in the recently printed proceedings of the 
congress, as of particular interest to Ameri- 
can libarians: 


“The Simplification of Scientific Writing,” 
by Oldrich Ohlidka; “Principles of Library 
Exchange,” L. Brummel; “A Method of 
Handling Current Public Documents,” 
Charles Braibant; “How Libraries Can 
Deal with Old Movie Films,” Luciano 
Feo; “How To Enter Gifts Received by 
the Daily Press,” Ernst Hamburger; “A 
General Organization for the History of 
Science,” P. A. Collinder; “Problems and 
Methods of Treating Historical Materials,” 
Marc Jarcyc; “Weaknesses of the Decimal 
Classification, As Seen by a Mechanical 
Engineer,” Oldrich Ohlidka; “The Status 
of Bibliography in Modern Life,” Jacques 
de Lampierre; “How To Systematize In- 
dustrial Reports,” Gabriel Delmas. 

“The Relation of Public Libraries to Bib- 
liographic Institutes,” by Georgette de 
Grolier; “The Relation of Literature on 
Public Health to the Problems of Unem- 
ployment Insurance,” Héléne Karsakoff; 
“Newspaper Libraries,” F. Gres; “What 
Technicians Can Learn from Literary Re- 
search,” W. Janicki; “Medical Literature— 
Its Problems for the Librarian,” Mrs. 
Marie Meyer-Onmllif; “Public Documents in 
the Library,” H. J. Romeijn; “Use of 
Microfilms in Compiling Scientific Data,” 
Atherton Seidell. 

“Microphotography in the United States,” 
by Herman Fussler; “Ways of Mecha- 
nizing Bibliographic Research,” Yoland 
Mayor; “A World-wide System of Docu- 
mentation,” John Ansteinsson; “The Inter- 
national Law Collection of the League of 
Nations,” A. C. Breycha-Vauthier; “French 
Bibliography,” Mrs. Suzanne Briet; “The 
American Documentation Institute,” Wat- 
son Davis; “The Aims and Activities 
of the International Chemical Institute,” 
Jean Gerard; and “The Bibliography of 
Maps,” Paul Poindron. 
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Institute for Librarians in Service 
To the Editor: 


An institute devoted to the general sub- 
ject, “Current Issues in Library Administra- 
tion” will be held during the period August 
I to 12 in the second term of the summer 
quarter at the University of Chicago. 

This third institute in the current series 
conducted by the Graduate Library School 
is planned for librarians generally, but is 
designed particularly for library administra- 
tors in public and other types of libraries, 
for department and branch chiefs, for li- 
brary board members, for library assistants 
and students interested in a broad view of 
administrative problems, and teachers of li- 
brary science. Enrolment in the institute is 
open to all librarians in active service as well 
as to regular students in the Graduate Li- 
brary School and in other units of the uni- 
versity. 

The subject matter of the 1938 institute 
will emphasize the theory and practice of ad- 
ministration as applied to library situations. 
The series of lectures presented will cover 
general questions of administration and con- 
trol, departmental organization in libraries 
of different types and sizes, financial admin- 
istration, measurement and cost of library 
services, library personnel, and public rela- 
tions and publicity. Speakers will include 
specialists in various fields of public adminis- 
tration and a group of experienced library 
administrators drawn from the country at 
large. The combination of these two points 
of view will make possible a searching analy- 
sis of general plans and specific methods used 
in library management. Particular consider- 
ation will be given to recent developments in 
the fields to be covered. 

The institute will be conducted by means 
of lectures and discussion groups. Two 
meetings will be held daily. Consultants in 
the fields of public and library administra- 
tion will be available as group leaders and 
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Be 


as advisers in the consideration of individual 

problems of librarians in attendance. 
Louis R. Witson, Dean 
Graduate Library School 
University of Chicago 


Ipswich Birthday Party 
To the Special Membership Division: 


Thank you for the new edition of Friends 
of the Library Groups which interested me 
very much. I have passed it along to our 
Friends of the Library Committee, to build 
up the library in all needful ways. 

Our first birthday party was successful 
beyond expectations. In spite of a blizzard 
there were about 125 present to meet Miss 
Esther Forbes who was introduced by our 
own resident, A. W. Smith. 

Our “Friends” number 157 and each was 
invited by post card to come and bring a 
friend. The “party” was contributed by 
several members of the committee without 
cost to the funds collected. Delicious re- 
freshments, a large and beautifully decorated 
birthday cake cut by Miss Forbes, candle- 
light on old silver tea and coffee service, and 
gracious hostesses—all transformed the read- 
ing room, which, with its background of 
books, made a really lovely setting for a 
representative town party such as Ipswich 
needs and rarely has had of late years. 

Progress in the library was shown in 
a rearranged and renovated reading room 
(the work of the trustees) ; new books con- 
tributed through the funds of the “Friends;” 
an exhibit presented by the committee of 
needs (new wings to the building, more 
books, more current funds), and a chart of 
progress on these, including the increased ap- 
propriation by the town. 

Our state library commission has been 
most helpful in making us an authoritative 
and comparative report upon ourselves which 
was so far from flattering that it aroused us 
to persistent effort. Already in one year we 
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have been able to see the library come up 
to somewhere near the minimum require- 
ments for a town of this size and we intend 
to continue to top rank or near it. 
This is not an official letter, as I have not 
been instructed by the committee to write it. 
It is just to share with you this information 
in appreciation of the interest you have taken 
in our problems and their solution. 
HarriET Braprorp, Secretary 
Executive Committe of the 
Library 

Ipswich, Massachusetts 
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Grateful for Committee’s Help 


Raymond C. Lindquist, librarian of the 
New York Law Institute, gives us permis- 
sion to quote from his recent letter of thanks 
addressed to the chairman of the A. L. A. 
Bookbinding Committee. Mr. Lindquist 
said, in part: 

“It has been several months since you re- 
plied to my inquiry about certified binding 
and referred me to Mr. Pelham Barr. 

“Mr. Barr was extremely coéperative, and 
helped me all through the negotiations. 
Seven binders were asked to submit sam- 
ples and bids. Six of these were certified 
binders, and the seventh has his application 
under consideration. The binders were 
given volumes that we had ready to be 
bound and were asked to prepare one com- 
pletely, and one with the back open, so that 
the oversewing and materials could be in- 
spected. A sample rebinding of a torn 
book was also submitted by each. We 
thus had twenty-one sample volumes. 

“The samples of each binder were identi- 
fied only by a code letter, and they were 
then submitted to representatives of the 
joint committee for an impartial evalua- 
tion. This was done by Mr. John Archer 
and Mr. Thurman, of the New York 
Public Library. They found that all the 
samples were of Class A workmanship, and 
did not attempt to rate them in order of 
excellence. They were amazed at the fine 
quality of workmanship and materials evi- 
dent in the volumes, and said that one could 
get no better bindery work. 


149 


“Because the work was all Class A, the 
contracts were finally awarded essentially 
on a basis of price. Contracts specify that 
all of the work must meet the Minimum 
Specifications of the joint committee. We 
have awarded $11,000 worth of work. 

“If it had not been for your committee, 
all this work would have been done in the 
inferior manner followed in the past. We 
are most pleased and are extremely grateful 
to you for your help.” 
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Evanston Children Enjoy 
Their Library 


Children in Evanston, Illinois, apparently 
enjoy their public library, according to the 
latest annual report of Ida Faye Wright, 
librarian, which has just been received at 
A. L. A. Headquarters. They borrowed for 
home use last year more than 445,000 books, 
an increase of 46,000 over the year before. 
The graph above shows how library use by 
Evanston children has increased during the 
last ten years. 

For the first time in the history of the 
Evanston library, works of adult non-fiction 
issued from the main building exceeded those 
of fiction, showing 56 per cent for the former 
and 44 per cent for the latter. 

Copies of a bookmark printed for the 
twentieth anniversary of Evanston’s South 
Branch may be borrowed from the A. L. A. 
Publicity Division upon request. 
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Jenni—E M. FLexner was on the staff 
of the Louisville (Ky.) Public Library as 
head of the Circulation Department prior to 
becoming readers’ adviser at the New York 
Public Library. She is author of Circula- 
tion Work in Public Libraries, one of the 
A. L. A. curriculum studies and served as 
second vice president of the Association in 
1929-30. Her article is one of a number of 
case studies sponsored by the Adult Educa- 
tion Board. 

HERMAN H. Fusster, head of the De- 
partment of Photographic Reproduction at 
the University of Chicago Libraries, is al- 
ready known as a Bulletin contributor. He 
presents the second in a series of articles 
sponsored by the Committee on Photographic 
Reproduction of library material of which 
Charles E. Rush is chairman. 

Lois SHORTESS writes the second in a new 
series showing concrete results of state aid 
sponsored by the A. L. A. Public Library 
Division. Now state supervisor of school li- 
braries in Louisiana, Miss Shortess was for- 
merly school library supervisor on the staff 
of the Michigan State Library. 

Hazet TIMMERMAN, assistant in charge 
of the A. L. A. Personnel Division at head- 
quarters and executive assistant to the Board 
on Salaries, Staff, and Tenure, writes the 
first of a number of articles on personnel 
problems for which the board is to be 
responsible. 


BEHIND THE BY-LINES \ 


Who's Who for Junior Members \? 
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Memorial to Former Teachers 


A memorial loan fund has been estab- 
lished in memory of Miriam E. Carey and 
Harriet A. Wood, for the benefit of worthy 
students in the Division of Library Instruc- 
tion at the University of Minnesota. Both 
libraries were former instructors in the 
school and were closely associated personally 
and professionally in Iowa and Minnesota. 

The fund will be administered by the 
Alumni Association under the direction of 
Frank K. Walter, director of the Division 
of Library Instruction at the university. 
Any friends of either Miss Carey or Miss 
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Wood who wish to honor them in this 
way may send contributions to Anne Crosby, 
1705 Portland Avenue, St. Paul, Minnesota, 
who is treasurer of the Alumni Association, 


O77 


On Library Buildings 
Revised mimeographed bibliographies on 
public and college library buildings in the 
United States and Canada are available from 
the Headquarters Library, 520 North 
Michigan Avenue, Chicago. Mimeographed 
lists of selected references on foreign library 
buildings, equipment, lighting, heating, and 

ventilating have also been prepared. 


Pamphlet on Standards Gratis 

A mimeographed pamphlet entitled, Li- 
brary Standards for Teacher-Training Insti- 
tutions, distributed at the Conference of 
Eastern College Librarians, will be sent 
gratis to anyone who is interested, on appli- 
cation to the School of Library Service, Co- 
lumbia University, New York City. 


IVA 

State Purchase of School Library 
Books in Louisiana 
(Continued from page 80) 





the demand. The three state teachers col- 
leges and one private college, Loyola 
University in New Orleans, offer a six- 
semester-hour teacher-librarian course in 
summer sessions. This course is based on 
the recommendations of the Southern Asso- 
ciation of Colleges and Secondary Schools. 
Certification as teacher-librarian is given 
only for credits earned in colleges which 
meet the southern association requirements 
for teacher-librarian training. 

Annual provision of free library books 
should bring results not yet evident at the end 
of the first year. More centralized elemen- 
tary school libraries, trained elementary 
school librarians, libraries in consolidated 
schools which serve both high school and eie- 
mentary grades, parish and city supervisors 
of school libraries—these are some of the 
things which we hope will result. School 
library service in Louisiana is better than 
ever before, and we are looking forward to 
constant improvements in the future. 





ks 


ry 
red 


the 
] 
OUI 


1an 




















@esan 





Base Map Copyright. American Map Company, New York. Used by permission. 


Are you one of them? 


orE than 14,000 librarians, library trustees, and others inter- 

ested in libraries are members of the American Library Associa- 

tion. Are you one of them? If not, you are cordially invited to join. 
Members of the American Library Association include not only repre- 
sentatives of the United States, Canada, and Mexico, but of 41 other 


countries as well. 


Personal A. L. A. memberships are $3 (for which you receive 
nine news issues of the A. L. A. Bulletin and the Annual Reports) 
or $5 (for which you receive in addition the Proceedings of the 
annual conference and the Handbook). Institutional memberships 


are $5 a year. 


Applications for membership may be made to the American Library 
Association, 520 North Michigan Avenue, Chicago. 





























The Journal of 
DOCUMENTARY 
REPRODUCTION 


With the increased emphasis being 
placed on microphotography and allied 
processes for the reproduction of books 
and manuscripts and for the publica- 
tion, in small editions, of research ma- 
terials, the A. L. A. Committee on 
Photographic Reproduction of Library 
Materials with the encouragement of 
scholars is undertaking the preparation of 
a quarterly journal in this broad field. 


The new Journal will review the appli- 
cations of photographic and related tech- 
niques to the problems of libraries, 
museums, and other educational and sci- 
entific institutions. It will discuss various 
methods of issuing and reproducing re- 
search materials and report on projects 
and new equipment. General and tech- 
nical articles, bibliographies, notes and 
reviews, lists of microfilm services, and a 
department of questions and answers 
will keep its readers abreast of develop- 
ments. In a sense the Journal will be a 
continuing supplement to Microphotog- 
raphy for Libraries, and to Dr. Binkley's 
Manual on Methods of Reproducing Re- 
search Materials. Charles E. Rush, Yale 
University Library, Chairman of Editorial 
Boatd; Vernon D. Tate, National 


First issue ready about Feb. 1. 
Quarterly, $3 a year. Single issues, $1 





The A. L. A. Announces 








Two Editions of 
BOOKLIST 
BOOKS 1937 


For the first time since 1932, the an- 
nual Booxuist Books will be offered 
in two editions—a regular edition with 
heavy paper cover at 75¢ and a limited 
edition without cover if librar‘es sup- 
port it. 


The edition without cover is offered 
that libraries may have additional copies 
at low cost for distribution to depart- 
ments, branches, stations, and school li- 
braries; for use with book clubs and 
other groups; and for readers’ advisers. 
Book.ist Books 1937, ready March 15, 
will list about 300 books of the year ac- 
tually found useful in libraries. Classify- 
ing, cataloging, and buying information, 
and a descriptive note appear for each 
title. There is also a selection cf tech- 
nical books. 


Orders for the edition without cover 
must be for quantities of ten or more 
and must be placed before February 7. 
Prices: 10 for $3; 25, $6; 50, $10; 100, 
$17. Regular edition, 75¢ ea. 


Important: Edition without cover 
must be ordered by February 7. 


American Library Association, Chicago 





